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Council on Undergraduate Education 2019-2020  September 6th 2019 
 Talley Student Union 5101 
 1:30pm-3:00pm 

Call to Order 1:30pm 
 Welcome and Introductions Chair Kim Bush
 Remarks and Updates from OUCCAS/DASA
 Establish Quorum
 Approval of CUE May 3, 2019 Minutes

New Business 

Consent Agenda 
GEP Category GEP Action Notes 

SS ANT 389 Fundamentals of Archaeological Research *Up for review, dropping SS
SS AS 321 Leading People and Effective Communication I Dropping SS, title change 
GK EC 449 International Finance Term offering change only 
VPA ENG 384 Introduction to Film Theory *Up for review, dropping VPA
HUM HI 441/(541) Colonial and Revolutionary U.S. *Up for review, dropping HUM
IP, GK HON 293 Music and Asia 2nd Offering Eff Fall 2019 
IP, GK HON 293 Music and Oppression 3rd Offering Eff Fall 2019 
IP, GK HON 293 Food: Culture, Insecurity, and Ethics 2nd Offering Eff Fall 2019 
SS HON 295 The Winners and Losers of U.S. Agricultural Policy 2nd Offering Eff Fall 2019 
IP HON 296 Patterns & Pandemonium 2nd Offering Eff Fall 2019 
IP, USD HON 297 Rockin’ America: Popular Music as Social Protest 2nd Offering Eff Fall 2019 
VPA HON 299 (001) Popular Songs and Communication 2nd Offering Eff Fall 2019 

GER> GEP Review 
Presenter Reviewers GEP 

Category 
Under review 

GEP Action Notes 

Gilmartin Annett-Hitchcock, Pickworth, 
Podurgal 

HUM, USD AFS/HI 455/(555) History of the Civil 
Rights Movement 

*Up for HUM, review both
categories.

Lee Ozturk, Liu, Monek NS BIO 105 Biology in the Modern World *Up for review
Casper Orcutt, Belk, Annett-

Hitchcock 
GK FOR 414 World Forestry *Up for review

Gilmartin Casper, Beckstead, Annett-
Hitchcock 

HUM, USD HI 445/(545) Early American 
Borderlands 

*Up for HUM, review both
categories (USD New)

Gilmartin Belk, Monek, Pickworth HUM, USD HI 446/(546) Topics in Civil War and 
Reconstruction 

*Up for HUM, review both
categories.

Monek Lee, Podurgal, Gilmartin HUM (IP) HON 341 Time Travel *Up for HUM review,
removing IP

Gilmartin Belk, Liu, McGowan SS PS 202 State and Local Government *Up for review
Gilmartin Minogue, Beckstead, 

Podurgal 
SS, GK PS 241 Introduction to Comparative 

Politics 
*Up for SS, review both
categories

Gilmartin Gill, Beckstead, Podurgal SS PS 314 Science, Technology and Public 
Policy 

*Up for review

McGowan Gilmartin, Haeseler, Minogue NS PY 123 Stellar and Galactic Astronomy *Up for review
Haeseler Casper, Gill, Ozturk SS SOC 241 Sociology of Agriculture and 

Rural Society 
*Up for review

Haeseler Gill, Belk, Lee SS SOC 311 Community Relationships *Up for review

https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/313/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/445/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/1699/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/2344/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/3102/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/143/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/143/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/3110/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/3110/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/3111/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/3111/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/3272/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4620/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4621/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4621/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4626/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4626/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4773/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4911/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4911/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4920/index.html&step=tcadiff


Courses for GEP Category - Review 
Presenter Reviewers GEP Category 

Under review 
GEP Action Notes 

Haeseler Minogue, Orcutt, Lee GK HI 470/(570) Exploring World History Revisions 

Special Topics Courses / Honors Offerings - New to GEP 
Presenter Reviewers GEP Category 

Under review 
GEP Action Notes 

Belk Ozturk, Haeseler, Gill IP, GK HON 293 Literature and Science 1st Offering Eff Fall 2019 
Belk McGowan, Annett-

Hitchcock, Orcutt 
IP, GK HON 293(002) Globalization of China, 

1500-1840 
1st Offering Eff Fall 2019 

Belk Pickworth, Minogue, Liu IP, USD HON 297 Interpreting American Cultures 1st Offering Eff Fall 2019 
Belk Lee, Gilmartin, Minogue IP, GK IPGK 295 Research as a Profession SpTp 1st offering 

Discussion: Nominations for Chair Elect. CIM Fields Update- Li and Bret 

Notes: 
• All linked course actions are viewable in CIM.
• To view actions, please click on the hyperlink. You may need to use your Unity ID to log in.
• If you experience issues logging in, please go to https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseadmin/ and type the course prefix

and number into the search bar.

https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/1667/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/25851/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseadmin/
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Council on Undergraduate Education 2018-2019 May 3, 2019 
Talley Student Union 5101 
Call to Order: 1:31 PM 

Members Present: Chair Daniel Monek, Past Chair Ghada Rabah, James Knowles, Carrie Pickworth, Richard Podurgal, 
Autumn Belk, James Minogue, Hatice Ozturk, Chair Elect Kimberly Bush, Tania Allen, Darby Orcutt, Katherine Annett-
Hitchcock, Robert Beckstead, Alice Lee, William Kimler (Proxy DG) 

Members Absent: David Gilmartin, Charan Saravanan, Min Liu, Tiffany Kershner, 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Li Marcus, Lexi Hergeth, Melissa Williford, Samantha Rich, Bret Smith, Erin Dixon, Julia Law 

Guests: Annie Carlson Welch, Zachary Lewis, Carolyn Veale, Jason DeRousie, Werner Dogelogh, Melissa Edwards Smith 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 Remarks from Chair Daniel Monek – Had the members and guest introduce themselves and welcomed the committee
and thanked everyone for their dedication in this academic year.

 Remarks and Updates from OUCCAS/DASA – Bret Smith informed the committee that the associate deans have been
discussing procedures for the approval process and encouraged members to review the draft that was sent and provide
comments and feedback before June 1, 2019. He indicated a large portion of the conversation has been about the
instructor’s individual approach to a course verses the CIM course record and the concerns with indicating “see syllabus” in
CIM fields implying that the attached syllabus would be the official record which is hardly ever the initiator of the action’s
intent. Bret indicated the college would be responsible for ensuring the syllabus meets the requirements and is up to
standard based on the syllabus regulation page. Bret explained what members find in the syllabus wouldn’t necessarily
need to be in the university record as some of this information has to do with timing within the course and the ongoing
discussion will hopefully lead to an easier process with only the necessary, university record information prompted in the
CIM form for the university level committees to review.
Li indicated she will resend the draft after the meeting and asked for feedback to be sent to her in written format (any written
format) to ensure the feedback is considered.

 Approval of the Minutes from April 5th 2019 – Approved Unanimously
o Discussion:  Motion to approve the past minutes by member Robert Beckstead.

OLD BUSINESS 
 COM/HSS 392 International and Crosscultural Communication:(GK) - Approved Unanimously

Discussion: Motion to approve by proxy member William Kimler. (Approved for SS and USD, and Tabled to the next
meeting for GK at the April 5, 2019 CUE Meeting). Chair read the minutes from the meeting the course was tabled to
remind the committee. Members indicated the course meets the GK requirement with the revisions.

 PY 211 University Physics I: (NS) – Approved
Discussion: Motion to approve by member Alice Lee. (Tabled with FS at Feb. 1, 2019 CUE Meeting). Chair read the
minutes from the meeting the course was tabled to remind the committee. Member indicated the revisions address the
issue from the last meeting. Reviewers indicated the instructor addressed the items requested at the meeting in which
it was tabled.

NEW BUSINESS  
Consent Agenda (CH204,HESS245,PB205,PS204) Approved Unanimously
Discussion: Motion to approve the consent agenda by member Tania Allen. 

GER>GEP Review 

 Motion to combine the first three ENG courses for Review
 ENG 206 Studies in Drama: (HUM) – Approved Unanimously (All 3)

ENG/FL 224 Contemporary World Literature II: (HUM, GK) – Approved
ENG 249 Native American Literature: (HUM, USD) – Approved Unanimously
Discussion: Motion to approve by member James Knowles. Reviewers confirmed the courses looks good.



 ENG/AFS 349 African Literature in English: (HUM, GK) - Approved Unanimously
Discussion: Motion to approve by member James Knowles. Reviewers confirmed the course looks good.

 ENG/AFS 448/(548) African-American Literature: (HUM, USD) – Approved Unanimously
Discussion: Motion to approve by member. Reviewers confirmed the course looks good.

 FOR 339 Dendrology: (NS) – Approved for Sunset
Discussion: Motion to begin the sunsetting process by member Kimberly Bush. No further discussion.

 HON 202 Inquiry, Discovery, and Literature: (HUM) – Approved Pending with Friendly Suggestions
Discussion: Motion to begin approve by member Autumn Bellk. Member brought attention to Objective 2 and make a
suggestion to remove “the subjective nature of interpretation…” and the office of assessment indicated the verb
“understand” could also be amended to a stronger verb. Member motioned to amend the motion to approved pending
using the term “analysis” in place of “understanding”. Reviewer indicated the syllabus was clear.

PS 361 Introduction to Political Theory: (HUM) – Approved Unanimously
Discussion: Motion to approve by proxy member William Kimler. Reviewers indicated the course was well done and
complimented the verb choice in the outcomes.

 PY 131 Conceptual Physics: (NS) – Approved Unanimously
Discussion: Motion to approve by member Ghada Rabah. Reviewers indicated the course looks good.

Courses for GEP Review 

 HESM 328 Dance Composition – Group Forms: (VPA) – Approved Unanimously
Discussion: Motion to approve by member Autumn Belk. Reviewers indicated the course looks good. Member asked
why this course was not on the consent agenda as it has similar actions, Lexi explained that the instructor provided the
GEP information, so the new information is reviewed by CUE.

Courses New to GEP  

 E 480 Namibia Wildlife Aerial Observatory: (IP, GK) – Approved Unanimously
Discussion: Motion to approve the new course by member Hatice Ozturk. Reviewers indicated the course looks good.

 IS 250 Globalizing North Carolina: (IP, USD) – Approved Unanimously
Discussion: Motion to approve the new course by member Hatice Ozturk. Reviewers indicated the course looks good
and a reviewer complimented the clarity provided for the IP category.

 M 380 Doing Business Globally: (IP) – Approved Pending
Discussion: Motion to approve by member Richard Podurgal, guest Jason DeRousie provided a bit of background on
the course as a study abroad experience. Reviewer indicated the objectives 1 and 2 were not clear on how they are
distinguishing the disciplines and indicated it seems the students are looking at the political outcomes. Member
indicated the measures provide clarity, but the outcome could be reworded for more clarity because the outcomes
indicate one discipline each, and the reviewer expected to see both disciplines represented in each outcome.
The first objective is to “distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines” and reviewers stated
this should provide both views from the political and economic disciplines. Members discussed amending the motion
from approved to either approved pending or tabled, the language of the outcome would be reworked, but if the motion
is approved pending the onus is on OUCCAS. Li Marcus explained that if the committee members indicate the motion
is pending the inclusion of both disciplines in the first two outcomes.

 PRT 385 Environmental Education in Practice: (IP) – Tabled
Discussion: Motion to approve the new course by member Kim Bush. Reviewer indicated the disciplines seem to be
focused on education in objective 1 and objective 3 and that the outcomes are not contrasting educational techniques
with environmental science because that is teaching a concept within education but not reaching the higher level of
thinking in environmental science.
Members discussed that any education course that involves another topic (such as math) would have to be IP by this
standard. Members indicated this isn’t enough for IP they see the education discipline but don’t see the environmental
discipline. Member suggested wording such as “using environmental practices…”, potentially breaking apart what the
disciplines within environmental science are covered in the course. Presenter indicated this course was modeled after
another course instructed by Gail Jones, who also assisted with the creation of this course. Members indicated more
discussion of the environmental education and how it synthesizes environmental science within education. Member



indicated something such as learning the scientific theory would provide evidence that environmental science is a 
discipline. Member motioned to amend the motion to tabled to provide articulation of the environmental science 
approach in objectives 1 and 3. Member indicated objective 1 and 3 need the synthesis of the two approaches. 
Member indicated developing lesson plans to teach a subject is not the same as problem solving or instruction 
specifically in environmental science.  
Chair reminded the committee of the procedural process that PRT 385 will move forward to be established as a regular 
course (without GEP attribute) then will return to CUE in the Fall for CUE review.  

  USC 260 Research as a Profession: (IP, GK) – Split Vote to Approve IP and Tabled for GK with Friendly Suggestions 
Discussion: Motion to approve the new course by member Autumn Belk. Reviewer indicated the measures were good 
and realistic but indicated he didn’t understand the “global process”. Guest Annie Carlson Welch explained that while 
research can be conducted in one place the impact can be global.
Study Abroad course experiences apply to the GK requirement; however, if a course has a GK attribute, the committee 
will review the course's academic content for alignment with the GK Objectives. 
Reviewer indicated there was a need for clarity on GK component and indicated the second GK outcome could be 
stronger. Member indicated the outcome is to identify and examine distinguishing characteristics and the questions 
provided in the measure could be used for a variety of topics. Members indicated the syllabus provides clarity as a 
support mechanism, other members indicated in preparation for the future, when syllabi may not be required, the 
outcomes and measures will need to be able to stand alone. Members asked how the students are fulfilling objective 1 
in GK and the measure isn’t providing clarity.
XONV member suggested splitting the vote, approving IP, as this course will have a GK component through study 
abroad, and can come back to
Member suggested moving IP objective 3’s type of measure be moved down to support for the GK measure. Member 
indicated they weren’t able to identify two disciplines, Li explained that this course has multiple disciplines (5) and that 
there are two ways to view IP, having fewer disciplines with a deep dive and having many disciplines with a more 
shallow overview.
Member motioned to amend the motion to a split vote, approving IP and tabling GK. Member indicated the case 
studies need to be contextualized, but understands this may be limiting because the site of the course may change.
Member made the suggestion to correct the typo in the second GK objective.
Member motioned to split the voting to distinguish which category is being voted on, approved. 4 oppositions( Will 
Kimler, James Knowles, Hatice Ozturk, and Robert Beckstead)  to IP and 1 abstention (KB), motion passes. Tabled GK 
vote unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:51 PM 

Respectfully submitted by Lexi Hergeth 





























































































































































































































































































Effective Fall 2014 

GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives & Global Knowledge Special Topic Shell Offering (IPGK 295)  
This form is to be used for submitting a Special Topics shell offering for the Interdisciplinary Perspectives and Global Knowledge GEP categories to 

the Council on Undergraduate Education (CUE) 

 
Course action proposals for a GEP shell offering must provide documentation to show how the course is designed to enable a 

student to achieve the particular GEP category objectives.  
 
The GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives objectives will provide instruction and guidance that help students to: 

1. Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines; and 
2. Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines; and 
3. Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more disciplines. 

 
The GEP Global Knowledge objectives will provide instruction and guidance that help students to: 

4. Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics including values, images, cultural artifacts, economic structures, 
technological or scientific developments, and/or attitudes of people in a society or culture outside the United States. 
 

And at least one of the following: 
5. Compare these distinguishing characteristics between the non-U.S. society and at least one other society. 
6. Explain how the distinguishing characteristics relate to their cultural and/or historical contexts in the non-U.S. society. 
7. Explain how these distinguishing characteristics change in response to internal and external pressures on the non-U.S. 

society. 
 

IPGK 295 

Department(s)/Program  New GEP Special Topics Offering ☐ 

Special Topic Title: 

(30 character limit)   Review for 2
nd

 Offering ☐ 

Term to be Offered  

Instructor Name/Title  

SECTION 1: GEP CRITERIA 

Instructions: 

 At least one of the Instructor’s student learning outcomes must be listed under each GEP category objective. 
 Achievement of the outcomes must allow students to meet the GEP category objectives. 
 Outcomes must illustrate what students will do in order to demonstrate they have achieved the outcome. 
 At least one means of evaluation must be listed under each outcome and provide data to allow the instructor to judge how 

well students have achieved outcomes. 
 Student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP category objectives must be applied to all course sections. 
 For assistance with writing outcomes and list of active verbs using Bloom’s Taxonomy [Click Here] 

Interdisciplinary Studies 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcomes for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 1:  
Obj. 1) Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines. 

Measure(s) for above Outcome:  
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 

 

 

http://teaching.uncc.edu/learning-resources/articles-books/best-practice/goals-objectives/writing-objectives


Effective Fall 2014 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 2:  
Obj. 2) Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines. 

 

 

 

 

 
Measure(s) for above Outcome:  

Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 

 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 3:  
Obj. 3) Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more disciplines. 

 

 

 

 

 
Measure(s) for above Outcome:  

Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 
 

 

 
 To assist CUE in evaluating this course for Interdisciplinary Perspectives, please provide answers to the following questions: 

A. Which disciplines will be synthesized, connected, and/or considered in this course? 
 
 
 

B. How will the instructor present the material so that these disciplines are addressed in a way that allows the students “to 
integrate the multiple parts of view into a cohesive understanding”? 

 
Global Knowledge 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Global Knowledge Objective 4:  
Obj. 4) Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics including values, images, cultural artifacts, economic structures, 

technological or scientific developments, and/or attitudes of people in a society or culture outside the United States. 
 
 

Measure(s) for above Outcome:  
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 

 
List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Global Knowledge Objective 5, 6, or 7: 

 

Measure(s) for above Outcome:  
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 

 

 



Effective Fall 2014 

SECTION 2: REQUISITES AND SCHEDULING 

General guidelines: 

 GEP Courses should have at least 25% of seats non-restricted (i.e. available to all students). 
 GEP Courses should have no more than ONE pre-requisite. 
 GEP Special Topics are approved as a one-term offering. 
 The course syllabus for all sections must include the GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives and Global Knowledge category 

designations and GEP student learning outcomes. 

Special Topics Term Scheduling:  

 List below the course scheduling detail: 
o Meeting time and day(s): 

 

 

o Seat count: 
 
 

o Room assigned or room preference including needed classroom technology/seat type: 
 

 

 If this course is to be piggy-backed with a department special topic, list the piggy-backed course prefix/number below. 
 (EX: BIO 295 with NSGK 295) 
 
 

What percentage of the seats offered will be open to all students? ________ % 

a. If seats are restricted, describe the restriction being applied. 
 
 

b. Is this restriction listed in the course catalog description for the course? 
 

List all course pre-requisites, co-requisites, and restrictive statements (ex: Jr standing; Chemistry majors only).  If none, state none. 

 

 
List any discipline specific background or skills that a student is expected to have prior to taking this course. If none, state none. 
(ex: ability to analyze historical text; prepare a lesson plan) 

SECTION 3: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Complete the following 3 questions or attach a syllabus that includes this information. 

1. Title and author of any required text or publications. 

 

 

2. Major topics to be covered and required readings including laboratory and studio topics. 

 

 

3. List any required field trips, out of class activities, and/or guest speakers. 

 





Interdisciplinary Perspectives 

Each course in the Interdisciplinary Perspectives category of the General Education Program will provide 
instruction and guidance that help students to: 

List the Instructor's student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP Interdisciplinary Objective 1: 

 

Obj. 1) Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines. 

Explain the distinct research/creativity processes among science/technology, social sciences, and 
arts. 

Measure(s) for the above outcome(s):Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if 
students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example assignment/question/prompt is 
encouraged for clarity. 

In a critical thinking short response, students will identify two primary research articles that are based 
on a singular research topic (ex: the use of CRISPR to eliminate malaria could be studied from the 
perspective of genetics and the perspective of philosophy). One article must be based on quantitative 
and one based on qualitative methodologies written by authors from different disciplines. 
 
Students will evaluate the two perspectives using the following prompts: In what ways are the two 
studies different (excluding the research question)? Which research perspective do the author/s in 
article 1 take in their study (i.e. subjective or objective or in other words, 
phenomenological/interpretivist or positivist)? What elements (e.g. specific words, sentences, 
research questions) in the introduction reveal the approach taken by the authors? Which research 
perspective do the author/s in article 2 take in their study? What elements in the introduction and 
research questions sections reveal the approach taken by the authors? What type of method(s) have 
the author/s in article 1 used to collect data? What method of analysis have these author/s used? 
What type of method(s) have the author/s in article 2 used to collect data? What methods of analysis 
have these author/s used? How do you think the methods used in both papers address the initial 
research aims or questions? Do both articles come to similar conclusions? Why or why not? 

 
List the Instructor's student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP Interdisciplinary Objective 2: 
 
Obj. 2) Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines. 

Describe the interrelatedness of research within science/technology, social sciences/humanities, and 
arts. 

Measure(s) for the above outcome(s):Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if 
students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example assignment/question/prompt is 
encouraged for clarity. 

Students will develop a research project involving one of the three pillars of the Research Enterprise 
(Talented and Interconnected Workforce, Adequate and Dependable Resources, World-Class Basic 
Research) in the Study Abroad location and evaluate the impact of an additional factor (race, gender, 
religion, political affiliation, etc.) on Discovery and Benefits to Society. Students will ground their 
project through one of the three major sociological perspectives: the symbolic interactionist 
perspective, the functionalist perspective, and the conflict perspective each of which offers paradigms 
for explaining how the local culture influences research. 



 
For details on project requirements, please see the syllabus. 

  
List the Instructor's student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP Interdisciplinary Objective 3: 
 
Obj. 3) Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of two or more disciplines.  

Interpret relevant research governance within the sciences/technology, social sciences/humanities, 
and arts including the responsible conduct of research. 

Measure(s) for the above outcome(s):Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if 
students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example assignment/question/prompt is 
encouraged for clarity.  

Students will compare the origin, evolution, and current roles of the National Research Academies in 
the respective research enterprises of the U.S. and the non-U.S. society (based on study abroad 
location) in short responses to online prompts. 
 
Sample prompt: Select two disciplines (ex: engineering, medicine, psychology, physics) to compare 
and contrast research governance. For each discipline, describe the origin, evolution, and current role 
of its associated research academy in the United States. Do these research academies differ in Prague 
(or other study abroad location)? If so, how do the roles of the other research academy differ? 

 To assist CUE in evaluating this course for inclusion on the Interdisciplinary Perspecitves list, please answer 
these additional questions. 

 
1. Which disciplines will be synthesized, connected, and/or considered in this course? 

 
Sciences, Engineering, Social Sciences, Humanities, Arts, and Sociology 

 

2. How will the instructor present the material so that these disciplines are addressed in a way 
that allows the students "to integrate the multiple points of view into a cohesive 
understanding"? 
 
The instructors will lead students through an analysis of research case studies based within the 
listed disciplines. These case studies will be intentionally chosen for their cross-disciplinary 
impact and will be specific for the given trip destination. Within these discussions as well as 
short response prompts, students will be required to draw conclusions of interrelatedness and 
distinction among the selected disciplines and the major sociological perspectives in the 
historical context of the study abroad program location in comparison the U.S. 

Global Knowledge 

Each course in the Global Knowledge category of the General Education Program will provide instruction and 
guidance that help students to achieve objective #1 plus at least one of objectives 2, 3, and 4: 

List the Instructor's student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP Global Knowledge Objective 1: 
 

Obj. 1) Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics, including ideas, values, images, cultural artifacts, 
economic structures, technological or scientific developments, and/or attitudes of people in a society 
or culture outside the United States. 



  
Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics of technological or scientific developments 
in a society outside the United States. 

Measure(s) for the above outcome(s):Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if 
students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example assignment/question/prompt is 
encouraged for clarity. 

Students will be required to submit a research proposal based on a selected case study from the 
options provided by the instructor. Case studies will be specific to the location of the study 
abroad component. Within the research proposal, students must include an analysis of the case 
study, including answers to the following: 
 
What was the significance of this research/researcher at the time? What impact did it have on 
the world? 
What impact has this research had on other disciplines? 
What barriers did this researcher encounter and/or overcome? 
What were the unique sociological challenges and opportunities the researcher encountered as a 
researcher in Prague (or other study abroad location)? 

  
Please complete at least 1 of the following student objectives. 
List the Instructor's student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP Global Knowledge Objective 
2: 
 
Obj. 2) Compare these distinguishing characteristics between the non-U.S. society and at least one 
other society. 

  Describe research as an interconnected, interdisciplinary, and global process. 

  
Measure(s) for the above outcome(s):Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if 
students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example assignment/question/prompt is 
encouraged for clarity.  

As a final assignment for the course, students will present their research in a poster format at a 
campus-wide research symposium. Within this poster presentation, students will be required to 
include a reflection on how their selected case study and subsequent research demonstrates how 
research overall is an interconnected, interdisciplinary, and global process. They will draw upon 
their experiences while abroad in addition to their preparatory literature review. Students will 
submit these conclusions in a final reflection paper as well. 
 
Students will also be asked to respond to online discussion prompts, incorporating a global focus 
in their responses. 

  



USC 260: Research as a Profession 
Section 001: Fridays 3:00-3:50pm + study abroad trip (2 credits) 

 
Instructors 
Chris M. Ashwell, Ph.D. 
Email: cmashwel@ncsu.edu 
Phone: 919-513-0095 
Office Location: 2229 Broughton Hall 
Office Hours: By appointment 

Annie Carlson Welch 
Email: awcarlso@ncsu.edu 
Phone: 919-513-0095 
Office Location: 2229 Broughton Hall 
Office Hours: By appointment 

 
Course Description 
This course will provide students with an overview of the research enterprise including inquiry, research methods, 
and research governance in a cross-cultural, multi-disciplinary context. The course involves a study abroad 
component and will include site-specific content, case studies, and cultural context. Students will incorporate the 
critical thinking process and various methods into designing research projects in the study abroad location. 
Students will develop communication skills through presentations and cross-disciplinary writing. Students must be 
accepted to the associated study abroad program to enroll. 
 
General Education Program (GEP) 
Students taking this course for a grade may receive the following GEP credit: 

Interdisciplinary Perspectives 
Global Knowledge 

 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Explain the distinct research/creativity processes among science/technology, social sciences, and arts. 
(Interdisciplinary Perspectives Obj. 1) 

2. Describe the interrelatedness of research within the science/technology, social sciences/humanities, and 
arts. (Interdisciplinary Perspectives Obj. 2) 

3. Interpret relevant research governance within the science/technology, social sciences/humanities, and 
arts. (Interdisciplinary Perspectives Obj. 3) 

4. Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics of technological or scientific developments in a society 
outside the United States. (Global Knowledge Obj. 1) 

5. Describe research as an interconnected, interdisciplinary, and global process. (Global Knowledge Obj. 2) 
6. Develop their own scientific research project 
7. Apply skills in data analysis to test hypotheses 
8. Compare and contrast research findings with the work of others 
9. Describe their research and findings in written and oral formats 

 
Course Structure 
This course will include lectures, discussions, group activities, research activities, and a study abroad component. 
Research exercises are inquiry-based and will allow students to follow a question through to completion using the 
scientific method. These exercises are designed to reinforce materials discussed in lecture and afford students 
the opportunity to gain hands-on experience at designing and executing experiments and interpreting the results. 
Students will be expected to conduct at least 15 hours worth of empirical research during the study abroad 
component. The main course product will be a Research Report and Poster presentation during either the NC 
State Research & Creativity Symposium or the statewide research symposium SNCURCS. 
 



Course Textbooks 
“Furthering America’s Research Enterprise” (2104) RF Celeste, A Griswald, ML Straf, National Academies Press, 
ISBN-978-0-309-30522-9, provided to students as a printable PDF. 
 
Other Course Expenses & Transportation 
Students will be expected to pay the program fee for the study abroad component per the schedule designated by 
the Study Abroad Office/Eurpoean Center in Prague. For the 2020 spring break trip to the European Center in 
Prague, this fee will be approximately $2,500 and will include the application fee, accommodations, 
excursions/field trips, Prague city transportation pass, health insurance, and some meals. Students will be 
expected to cover travel expenses to Prague, most meals, personal expenses, passport, and visa. Additional 
scholarships are available and encouraged. Students will be provided with estimated costs when they apply to the 
student abroad program.  
 
Flights and ground transportation to and from the study abroad site will be planned by the Study Abroad 
Office/European Center in Prague for this course section. Students will be expected to cover the costs of airfare. 
A city-wide transportation pass will be provided in the overall program fee. Field trips and excursions will also be 
covered by the program fee. The Office of Undergraduate Research will support each student’s research project 
with a research award of up to $500 to support data collection.  
 
Safety & Risk Assumptions 
Prior to participation in an NC State study abroad program, students are required to agree to and digitally sign the 
North Carolina State University Study Abroad Office Participant Agreement, which outlines safety and risk 
associated with the trip. 
 
Grade Components 

Component Percentage Description 

Critical Thinking 
Short Responses (3) 30% 

Prompts will be provided for each assignment that relate the topics to 
modern society both in the US and other countries. Three prompts will 
be provided. Each assignment will be worth 10% of the course grade. 

Mid-term Writing 
Assignment 20% 

Each student will select a Case Study subject to write a 3 page 
Comparative Ethnography describing the influence of Social/Cultural 
environment on the individual’s research career and comparing a peer 
in the U.S. in a similar time frame.  

Self-Reflections (2) 10% Reflections on thinking about your thinking. Each reflection will be 
worth 5% of the course grade. 

Class Participation 
in Class meetings, 
Discussion Boards 
or Google Hangout 

20% 

Evaluation of participation falls into the following categories: 

A-range: (What every student should strive for) Regularly makes 
helpful, relevant contributions to discussion. Occasionally offers 
observations that challenge other participants to think about the 
material in new ways. Actively participates in small-group discussions. 

B-range: Occasionally makes helpful, relevant contributions to 
discussion. Actively participates in small-group discussions. 

C-range: Attends regularly and actively pays attention to discussion. 
Occasionally contributes to small-group discussions. 

D or F range: Does not attend regularly. Does not pay attention to 
discussion. Does not contribute to small-group discussions. 



Making contributions to discussion means: Asking questions about 
readings, or things said in class, that are unclear or confusing. Offering 
answers to questions asked by others in class. Making claims or 
observations about the issues being discussed. Offering support, 
criticism, modification, or clarification for claims being discussed 

Notice that the sheer number of your contributions does nothing to 
improve your grade. Contributions should be relevant and helpful. A 
genuine question always counts as relevant and helpful. 

Final Paper and 
Poster Presentation 20% 

Students will present their collective research work in a formal 
research paper and oral presentation during the last class meeting 
time and during the Spring Undergraduate Research Symposium 
(poster) in lieu of a formal final examination.  

 

Letter Grades 
This Course uses Standard NCSU Letter Grading: 
98 ≤ A+ ≤ 100 
92 ≤ A <  98 
90 ≤ A- <  92 
88 ≤ B+ <  90 
82 ≤ B <  88 
80 ≤ B- <  82 
78 ≤ C+ <  80 
72 ≤ C <  78 
70 ≤ C- <  72 
68 ≤ D+ <  70 
62 ≤ D <  68 
60 ≤ D- <  62 
0 ≤ F <  60 

 
Requirements for Credit-Only (S/U) Grading 
In order to receive a grade of S, students are required to take all exams and quizzes, complete all assignments, 
and earn a grade of C- or better. Conversion from letter grading to credit only (S/U) grading is subject to university 
deadlines. Refer to the Registration and Records calendar for deadlines related to grading. For more details refer 
to http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-15. 
 
Policies on Incomplete Grades 
If an extended deadline is not authorized by the instructor or department, an unfinished incomplete grade will 
automatically change to an F after either (a) the end of the next regular semester in which the student is enrolled 
(not including summer sessions), or (b) the end of 12 months if the student is not enrolled, whichever is shorter. 
Incompletes that change to F will count as an attempted course on transcripts. The burden of fulfilling an 
incomplete grade is the responsibility of the student. The university policy on incomplete grades is located at 
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-50-3. 
 
Attendance Policy 
In the working world, you will be expected to show up and to participate each and every day in your particular 
occupation—the same will be expected in this class. It is expected that you arrive on time and stay until class is 

http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-15
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-15
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-50-3
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-50-3


over. Do not leave early unless arranged in advance with the instructor. Students with excusable absences should 
contact the instructors with documentation. 
 
Students are expected to attend the study abroad component. Students who have an emergency illness or other 
excusable reason must meet with the instructors to determine how the student will complete the course. 
 
For complete attendance and excused absence policies, please see 
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-03 
 
Makeup Work 
Arrangements to make up missed work due to excused absences can be made by contacting the instructor as 
soon as possible. 
 
Late Assignments 
Assignments that are turned in after the due date will be deducted 10% for each week/class period late. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students are required to comply with the university policy on academic integrity found in the Code of Student 
Conduct found at http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-35-01. Your name/signature on any test or assignment 
indicates "I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this test or assignment." 
 
Electronically-Hosted Course Components 
This course will use Moodle and Google Hangouts. 
 
Students may be required to disclose personally identifiable information to other students in the course, via 
electronic tools like email or web-postings, where relevant to the course. Examples include online discussions of 
class topics, and posting of student coursework. All students are expected to respect the privacy of each other by 
not sharing or using such information outside the course. 
 
Accommodations for Disabilities 
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order to take advantage of 
available accommodations, students must register with the Disability Resource Office at Holmes Hall, Suite 304, 
Campus Box 7509, 919-515-7653. For more information on NC State’s policy on working with students with 
disabilities, please see the Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities Regulation (REG02.20.01) 
(https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-01/). 
 
Non-Discrimination Policy 
NC State University provides equality of opportunity in education and employment for all students and employees. 
Accordingly, NC State affirms its commitment to maintain a work environment for all employees and an academic 
environment for all students that is free from all forms of discrimination. Discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, creed, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or sexual orientation is a violation of state and 
federal law and/or NC State University policy and will not be tolerated. Harassment of any person (either in the 
form of quid pro quo or creation of a hostile environment) based on race, color, religion, creed, sex, national 
origin, age, disability, veteran status, or sexual orientation also is a violation of state and federal law and/or NC 
State University policy and will not be tolerated. Retaliation against any person who complains about 
discrimination is also prohibited. NC State's policies and regulations covering discrimination, harassment, and 
retaliation may be accessed at http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-04-25-05 or http://www.ncsu.edu/equal_op/. Any 
person who feels that he or she has been the subject of prohibited discrimination, harassment, or retaliation 
should contact the Office for Equal Opportunity (OEO) at 919-515-3148. 
 
 

http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-03
http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-35-01
http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-35-01
https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-01/
http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-04-25-05
http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-04-25-05
http://www.ncsu.edu/equal_op/
http://www.ncsu.edu/equal_op/


NOTE: The course schedule is subject to change. 
 
Pre-Trip Schedule - Spring 2020 

Week Date Contact 
Type Minutes Contact 

Hours Topic 

1 Jan 10 Lecture 50 1 Trip Overview + Expectations 
Read: FARE Chapters 1-2 

2 Jan 17 Lecture 50 1 Conceptualizing Your Research 
Short Response #1: Research Perspectives (due Jan 23) 

3 Jan 24 Lecture 50 1 
Case Study Review 
Mid-Term Writing Assignment: Comparative Ethnography (due 
Feb 28) 

4 Jan 31 Lecture 50 1 Prague History & Culture 
Read: FARE Chapter 3 

5 Feb 7 (no class 
meeting)   Formulation of Research Question 

Read: FARE Chapter 4 

6 Feb 14 (no class 
meeting)   Research Planning 

Read: FARE Chapter 5 

7 Feb 21 (no class 
meeting)   Read: FARE Chapter 6 

8 Feb 28 Lecture 50 1 Final trip preparation 
Pre-Travel Reflection (due Mar 4) 

 
 
 
Trip Schedule - Spring 2020 

Week Date Contact 
Type Minutes Contact 

Hours Topic 

Spring 
Break 

Mar 6    Travel Day 

Mar 7    Travel Day 

Mar 8 Lecture 150 3 Tour - Acclimating to Prague 

Mar 9 Lecture 150 3 Review and refine on-site research plans 

Mar 10 Lecture 150 3 Tour - Historical Landmarks & Culture 

Mar 11 Lab 300 3 Data Collection - Students must maintain their Research Log 

Mar 12 Lab 300 3 Data Collection - Students must maintain their Research Log 

Mar 13 Lecture 100 2 Excursion to Brno, Czech Republic- Mendel Museum 

Mar 14 Lab 300 3 Data Collection - Students must maintain their Research Log 

Mar 15    Travel Day 
 
 
 



Post-Trip Schedule - Spring 2020 

Week Date Contact 
Type Minutes Contact 

Hours Topic 

9 Mar 20 Lecture 50 1 
Trip Review 
Post-Travel Reflection (due Mar 27) 
Short Response #2: Research Academies (due Apr 3) 

10 Mar 27 Lecture 50 1 How to Present Your Data 
Short Response #3: Data Visualization (due Apr 9) 

11 Apr 3 (no class 
meeting)    

12 Apr 10 (spring 
holiday)    

13 Apr 17 Lecture 50 1 Practice Presentations for Symposium 
Due in class: final paper and poster 

14 Apr 22 Lab 200 2 Poster presentations at NC State Spring Research & 
Creativity Symposium 
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