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Council on Undergraduate Education 2018-2019   October 19th 2018 
 Talley Student Union 5101 
 1:30pm-3:00pm 

Call to Order 1:30pm 
 Welcome and Introductions Chair Daniel Monek
 Remarks and Updates from OUCCAS/DASA
 Approval of CUE September 21, 2018 Minutes 

New Business 
Consent Agenda 

GEP Category GEP Action Notes 
GK EC 449 International Finance Notification: Requisite update from UCCC 

HES HESF 282 Advanced Aerobics and Leadership Course Drop 
HES HESR 248 Squash Course Drop 
HES HESS 230 Pilates/ Core Training Prefix change (formerly HESF) 
HES HESS 237 Weight Training Prefix change (formerly HESF) 
HES HESS 279 Yoga I Prefix change (formerly HESF) 
HES HESS 280 Yoga II Prefix change (formerly HESF) 

HUM (GK) HI 430/530 Modern France *Up for review HUM, removing HUM category. Reviewed
for GK in 2012. GEP HUM category drop initiated in CIM.

IP HON 293 (002) How did we get here? A global 
history of American Food 

3rd and Final honors offering 

NS PCC 203 Introduction to Polymer Chemistry *Up for Review NS, Drop proposal initiated
IP STS 304 Ethical Dimensions of Progress Minor change to offering and abbreviated title 
IP STS 405 Technology and American Culture Minor change to offering and abbreviated title 

GER> GEP Review 
Presenter Reviewers GEP Category 

Under review 
GEP Action Notes 

Allen Knowles, Gilmartin, 
Podurgal 

VPA ADN 272 Introduction to Printing and 
Surface Design 

*Up for review VPA.

Gilmartin Lee, Annett-Hitchcock, 
Rabah 

SS, GK PS 345 Governments and Politics in 
the Middle East 

*Up for review SS. Confirm all
categories fulfilled with updates.

Gilmartin Podurgal, Lam, Orcutt HUM, GK REL 311 Introduction to the Old 
Testament 

*Up for review HUM. Confirm all
categories fulfilled with updates.

Gilmartin Bush, Belk, Orcutt HUM, GK REL 312 Introduction to the New 
Testament 

*Up for review HUM. Confirm all
categories fulfilled with updates.

Gilmartin Podurgal, Ozturk, 
Pickworth 

HUM, GK REL 314 Introduction to 
Intertestamental Literature 

*Up for review HUM. Confirm all
categories fulfilled with updates.

Gilmartin Beckstead, Lee, Orcutt HUM, GK REL 317 Christianity *Up for review HUM. Confirm all
categories fulfilled with updates.

Gilmartin Allen,  Kershner, 
Beckstead 

HUM, GK REL 327 Issues in Contemporary 
Religion 

*Up for review HUM. Confirm all
categories fulfilled with updates.

Courses for GEP Category - Review 
Presenter Reviewers GEP Category 

Under review 
GEP Action Notes 

Gilmartin Allen, Belk, Kershner USD PS/WGS 418 Gender Law and Policies Changes from UCCC 

https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/1699/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4354/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4326/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4311/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4317/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4352/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4316/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/3095/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4267/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/3792/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/5519/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4602/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4602/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4852/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4852/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4853/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4853/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4856/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4856/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4858/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4861/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4861/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4615/index.html&step=tcadiff


 
Honors/Special Topics Courses 

Presenter Reviewers GEP Category 
Under review 

GEP Action  Notes 

Kershner Bush, Knowles, Minogue IP, GK HON 293 (003) Modern Chinese Popular Culture Honors special 
topic 1st offering 

Belk Ozturk, Pickworth, 
Gilmartin 

SS HON 295 (002) The Winners and Losers of U.S. 
Agricultural Policy 

Honors special 
topic 1st offering 

 
 

Courses New to GEP 
Presenter Reviewers GEP 

Category 
Under review 

GEP Action Notes 

Knowles Beckstead, Lam, Kershneer HUM, GK, 
VPA 

ARS 251 The Arts of a World Capital: 
London 

Changes to UCCC, New to 
HUM, review GK and VPA  

Knowles  Liu, Annett-Hitchcock, Lee HUM, USD HI 385 Introduction to Public History New Course 
Knowles Belk, Podurgal, Orcutt IP, SS PSY 208 Psychobiology of Success New Course 
Knowles Minogue, Lee, Belk USD WGS/AFS 380 Black Feminist Theory New Course 
 
 
Discussion: Vote on Chair-Elect  
  
Notes:  

• All linked course actions are viewable in CIM.  
• To view actions, please click on the hyperlink. You may need to use your Unity ID to log in.  
• If you experience issues logging in, please go to https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseadmin/ and type the course prefix 

and number into the search bar.  
 
 
 

https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/425/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/425/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/25780/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/25797/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/24378/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseadmin/


 Division of Academic and Student Affairs 
Office of Undergraduate Courses & Curricula 
oucc.dasa.ncsu.edu 
courses-curricula@ncsu.edu 

Campus Box 7105 
211A Park Shops 
Raleigh, NC 27695-7105 
P: 919.515.9769 
 

Council on Undergraduate Education 2018-2019                                             September 21, 2018 
                                                                                                                                  Talley Student Union 3210 

               Call to Order: 1:30 PM 
 
 
Members Present: Chair Daniel Monek, James Minogue, Hatice Ozturk, James Knowles, Tania Allen, Darby Orcutt, David 
Gilmartin, Carrie Pickworth, Richard Podurgal, Kimberly Bush, Alice Lee, Tiffany Kershner,  Autumn Belk (Peggy Domingue 
proxy after 2:15PM), Andy Lam 

Members Absent: Katherine Annett-Hitchcock, Past Chair Ghada Rabah, Robert Beckstead 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Lexi Hergeth, Li Marcus, John Harrington, Samantha Rich, Tim Petty, Julia Law, Min Liu 
 

Guests:  Carolyn Rauch 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 Remarks from Chair Daniel Monek – Chair had guests and proxies introduce themselves.  
 Remarks and Updates from OUCCAS/DASA – Li Marcus reminded the committee to direct questions for the office of 

undergraduate courses curricula and academic standards to the courses-curricula@ncsu.edu email address and that 
members are responsible to providing their own proxies in the event of their absence as well as establishing if the member or 
the proxy will review the action or the member providing their review via email or with their proxy.  

 Approval of the Minutes from September 7th 2018 – Approved Unanimously 
o Discussion:  Motion to approve the past minutes by member Andy Lam.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Consent Agenda: (ANS 292, HON 293[001], HON 296[004], & PB 405) -Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: The approval of the consent agenda was moved by member Autumn Belk. 
  
GER>GEP Review 

 ADN 112 Three Dimensional Design for Non-Design Majors: (VPA) – Approved Unanimously to remove 
Discussion: Motion to remove the GEP category VPA by member Tania Allen. Presenter explained that the College of 
Design is undergoing a number of internal structure changes and therefore this course  
 

 AFS 240 African Civilization: (HUM{GK}) – Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: Motion to approve by member David Gilmartin. Reviewers confirmed the course fulfills both GEP 
requirements. 
 

 Motioned to combine PHI 330 and PHI 331 by presenter David Gilmartin.  
PHI 330 Metaphysics: (HUM) – Approved Unanimously 
Discussion-Reviewer confirmed the GEP category is fulfilled and commented that there is a personal note under the 
integrity statement. 
PHI 331 Philosophy of Language: (HUM{IP}) – Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: Motion to approve by member David Gilmartin. Reviewer asked if the IP category should be reviewed. 
Members and XONV members confirmed that both HUM and IP should be reviewed as there were changes made to 
the course content. Member commented that the syllabus was a bit difficult to follow but she did see how the GEP 
outcomes aligned. Member commented that the grading may be a bit confusing but this is more in UCCC’s preview.  
 
Presenter moved to combine the PHI 333, 375, and 376 actions. 
PHI 333 Knowledge and Skepticism: (HUM) – Approved Unanimously  
Discussion: Motion to approve by member David Gilmartin. Members indicated the syllabus was difficult to follow 
however they found the sample exam questions to be extremely helpful.  
PHI 375 Ethics: (HUM) – Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: Motion to approve by member David Gilmartin. 
PHI 376 History of Ethics: (HUM) – Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: Motion to approve by member David Gilmartin. 
 

mailto:courses-curricula@ncsu.edu


 Presenter moved to combine PS 305, PS 312, & PS 335 
PS 305 The Justice System in the American Political Process: (SS) – Approved  
Discussion: Motion to approve by member James Knowles.  
PS 312 Introduction to Public Administration: (SS) – Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: Motion to approve by member James Knowles. 
PS 335 International Law: (SS{GK}) – Approved with Friendly Suggestion 
Discussion: Motion to approve by member James Knowles. Reviewer brought attention to the objective stating “know 
the significance”, however these course objectives are not used for the GEP category. Reviewer asked why the course 
is only offered in the Fall semester, member responded this is when the college could schedule the course. Samantha 
Rich from the office of Assessment brought attention to objective 1 and objective 3 and indicated these should probably 
be a higher level of measurement. Members discussed making a friendly suggestion to provide higher level measures, 
not about the type of question but the same questions should align more with the outcomes provided. 
 
 

 
 
 
GEP Review 
 

 ALS 494 International Learning Experience in Agriculture and Life Sciences: (GK) – Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: Motion to approve by member Carrie Pickworth. Chair shared the comments from absent member 
indicating the measures are all the same for these courses. Member said it was a bit difficult to connect the objectives 
to the sample syllabus, member asked if the study abroad course should align with the semester. Li Marcus clarified 
that while these kinds of courses will vary from country to country, there should be similarities in the ways the courses 
will fulfill the global knowledge category. Member indicated the information provided in CIM is stretched in the syllabus. 
Li clarified that reviewers should review as study abroad and on campus courses coming forward for GK review based 
on the information provided, not based on a course being study abroad.  
 

 PS 341 European Politics: (SS{GK}) – Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: Motion to approve by member James Knowles. Reviewers confirmed this course fulfills both GEP 
categories.  
 

 REL 200 Introduction to the Study of Religion: (HUM {GK}) – Approved with Friendly Suggestion  
Discussion: Motion to approve by member James Knowles. Reviewer brought attention to the student evaluation 
methods and suggested including the attendance portion (10%) indicated in the syllabus in the CIM field to bring the 
CIM calculation to 100%.  

 
New to GEP 
 

 USC 116 Introduction to Sustainability for EcoVillage: (IP) – Tabled with Friendly Suggestions 
Discussion: Motion to approve by member Autumn Belk and introduced Carolyn Rauch as the guest. Guest explained 
the course has made particular effort to provide insight from experts in the various disciplines including faculty and 
experts around the Raleigh area. Reviewer commented the idea of making something sustainable can be challenging, 
and complimented the course’s explanation. Member asked where the Eco Village is housed, the guest responded that 
while it is not officially housed anywhere they go through the University College workflow.  
Office of Assessment brought attention to the absence of measures in objective 1, the measure for objective 2 is a 
Venn diagram of a tool and doesn’t explain how the outcome is measured. XONV member also commented that the 
outcomes and measures for the first objective don’t clearly define the disciplines and suggested working with the office 
of assessment. Member asked if a specific example is required for a measurement which was confirmed, member also 
agreed with the office of assessment that the measure in objective 2 don’t align with the outcome.   
Presenter explained the Venn diagram is used for the students to understand the disciplines individually as well as 
collectively for sustainability. Assessment suggested providing an example of assignments using the Venn diagram 
instead of an explanation of a Venn diagram. Friendly suggestion for guest to continue speaking with the office of 
assessment to highlight the measures that are referenced in the CIM fields.  
 
Chair and Li provided a brief explanation of the amendments and motions available to members and reminded the 
committee that while XONV members can bring up questions and issues but if the committee would like to take up any 
of the suggestions, a motion must be made by a voting member.  
 
Member asked if the office of assessment provides feedback just before the CUE meeting or prior to the meetings, 
XONV member indicated this would usually be provided prior to the meeting and that inclement weather prevented this 
from coming forward sooner. Member moved to table the course, committee approved amendment to table.  



 
 
 
Discussion: Vote on GER>GEP Short Form Motion from September 7th, 2018. Member read the full motion proposed at the 
first CUE meeting in Fall 2018 (Sept. 7, 2018).  
Full motion: 
“For courses undergoing GER to GEP review, submitters can use the "minor edit" form in CIM and are required to fill in all 
boxes related to GEP (all outcomes, measures, requisites and scheduling, additional information, and any other 
questions) in detail. In the case of GER>GEP review, a syllabus will not be required but may be included. Inclusion of a 
syllabus is strongly encouraged in cases where a course is being reviewed for IP.”   
Management and Education indicated their colleges had no issue with the motion. Motion approved by committee.  
Nominations for Chair Elect: Chair explained the role of the chair-elect, including the pre-meetings and past Chair Peggy 
Domingue commented on the role of chair-elect and chair. Nominations for Chair-Elect remain open.  
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:25 PM 
 

Respectfully submitted by Lexi Hergeth  































Effective Fall 2014 
 
 

HON GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives & Global Knowledge Special Topic Shell Offering  
This form is to be used for submitting a Special Topics shell offering for the Interdisciplinary Perspectives and Global Knowledge GEP categories to 

the Council on Undergraduate Education (CUE) 
 

Course action proposals for a GEP shell offering must provide documentation to show how the course is designed to enable a 
student to achieve the particular GEP category objectives. 

 
The GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives objectives will provide instruction and guidance that help students to: 

1. Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines; and 
2. Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines; and 
3. Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more disciplines. 

 
The GEP Global Knowledge objectives will provide instruction and guidance that help students to: 

4. Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics including values, images, cultural artifacts, economic 
structures, technological or scientific developments, and/or attitudes of people in a society or culture outside the 
United States. 

 
And at least one of the following: 

5. Compare these distinguishing characteristics between the non-U.S. society and at least one other society. 
6. Explain how the distinguishing characteristics relate to their cultural and/or historical contexts in the non-U.S. society. 
7. Explain how these distinguishing characteristics change in response to internal and external pressures on the non-U.S. 

society. 
 

HON 293 sec 003 
Department(s)/Program University Honors Program New GEP Special Topics Offering X   

Special Topic Title: 
(30 character limit) 

Modern Chinese Popular Culture  
Review for 2nd Offering 

Term to be Offered Fall ’18  

Instructor Name/Title Dr. Nathaniel Isaacson   

SECTION 1: GEP CRITERIA 
Instructions: 

 
● At least one of the Instructor’s student learning outcomes must be listed under each GEP category objective. 
● Achievement of the outcomes must allow students to meet the GEP category objectives. 
● Outcomes must illustrate what students will do in order to demonstrate they have achieved the outcome. 
● At least one means of evaluation must be listed under each outcome and provide data to allow the instructor to judge 

how well students have achieved outcomes. 
● Student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP category objectives must be applied to all course sections. 
● For assistance with writing outcomes and list of active verbs using Bloom’s Taxonomy [Click Here] 

Interdisciplinary Studies 
List the Instructor’s student learning outcomes for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 1: 

Obj. 1) Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines. 
 
Identify and interpret the historical and cultural significance of cinema, fiction, and poetry in reflecting and shaping 
China’s history.  

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Through response papers and/or discussion students will be asked to:  
Compare historical accounts of the Cultural Revolution with descriptions of those events in Misty Poetry and Scar 
literature.  
How did people use fiction and poetry to express the trauma of the Cultural Revolution?  
In what ways does literature allow the expression of ideas that historical data cannot convey, and vice versa?   

 
 

http://teaching.uncc.edu/learning-resources/articles-books/best-practice/goals-objectives/writing-objectives


Effective Fall 2014 
 
 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 2: 
Obj. 2) Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines. 

 
Identify and explain key events in Chinese history from both a literary and historical perspective. 

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Through response papers and/or discussion students will be asked to:  
Compare and contrast narrative and stylistic elements of socialist realism in cinema and literature during the Mao era 
(1949-1976).  
Compare and contrast how writers and filmmakers expressed their feelings about the history of the Mao era during 
China’s period of “reform and opening up.” 
List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 3: 

Obj. 3) Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more disciplines. 
 

Generate multiple interpretations of a work of art, utilizing approaches from cinema or literary studies and history.  

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Through response papers and/or discussion students will be asked to:  
Describe how processes of globalization are apparent in the film narrative and the production process of Kung-fu 
Hustle.  

  Using the language of visual studies, describe how this appears on-screen.  
  Using the language of economic history, describe how this is apparent in the film’s production and financing.  
To assist CUE in evaluating this course for Interdisciplinary Perspectives, please provide answers to the following questions: 

 
A. Which disciplines will be synthesized, connected, and/or considered in this course? 

History; Cinema Studies; Literary Studies 

B. How will the instructor present the material so that these disciplines are addressed in a way that allows the students “to 
integrate the multiple parts of view into a cohesive understanding”? 

Secondary readings of primary materials present students with approaches demonstrating analysis both in terms of 
historical and market forces, and analysis of narrative elements like plot, theme, style, etc…  

Global Knowledge 
List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Global Knowledge Objective 1: 

Obj. 1) Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics including values, images, cultural artifacts, economic structures, 
technological or scientific developments, and/or attitudes of people in a society or culture outside the United States. 

Describe specific features of art movements in twentieth century China, and compare them to art movements in other 
countries. 

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Through response papers and/or discussion students will be asked to:  
Describe how socialist realism shaped film narrative and style during the 1950’s.  

List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Global Knowledge Objective 2,3, or 4: 
Objective 3: Explain how these distinguishing characteristics relate to their cultural and/or historical contexts in the non-

U.S. society.  
Describe how processes of globalization are apparent in the film narrative and the production process of Kung-fu 
Hustle. 

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 
In a 5-minute (approximately 500 words) video essay, describe how a particular scene in Xie Jin’s film “Red 
Detachment of Women” used cinema as a form of socialist realism. Your essay should be timed to describe the 
techniques in question as they appear in the scene. Use examples of cinematography, makeup, and sound design. 

 
 



Effective Fall 2014 
 
 

SECTION 2: REQUISITES AND SCHEDULING 
General guidelines: 

 
● GEP Courses should have at least 25% of seats non-restricted (i.e. available to all students). 
● GEP Courses should have no more than ONE pre-requisite. 
● GEP Special Topics are approved as a one-term offering. 
● The course syllabus for all sections must include the GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives and Global Knowledge 

category designations and GEP student learning outcomes. 

Special Topics Term Scheduling: 
 

● List below the course scheduling detail: 
o Meeting time and day(s): 
MW 8:30-9:45 

o Seat count: 
20 

o Room assigned or room preference including needed classroom technology/seat type: 
201 Honors Village Commons 

● If this course is to be piggy-backed with a department special topic, list the piggy-backed course prefix/number 
below. (EX: BIO 295 with NSGK 295) 

What percentage of the seats offered will be open to all students? 0 % 
 

a. If seats are restricted, describe the restriction being applied. 
Restricted to students in the University Honors Program  

 
b. Is this restriction listed in the course catalog description for the course? 

Yes  

List all course pre-requisites, co-requisites, and restrictive statements (ex: Jr standing; Chemistry majors only).  If none, state none. 
University Honors program.  

List any discipline specific background or skills that a student is expected to have prior to taking this course. If none, state   none. 
(ex: ability to analyze historical text; prepare a lesson plan) 
NONE  

SECTION 3: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Complete the following 3 questions or attach a syllabus that includes this information. 

1. Title and author of any required text or publications. 
See attached syllabus.  

 

2. Major topics to be covered and required readings including laboratory and studio topics. 
See attached syllabus.  

 

3. List any required field trips, out of class activities, and/or guest speakers. 
See attached syllabus.  
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HON 293 section 003 – Modern Chinese Popular Culture  
 

INSTRUCTOR AND COURSE INFORMATION: 
201 Honors Village Commons 
MW 8:30-9:45 
 
Instructor: Dr. Nathaniel Isaacson   
Office: Withers 211  
Telephone: 919-515-0367 
E-mail: nkisaacs@ncsu.edu  
Office Hours: Mo, Weds 10-11:30 am and by appointment 
 
Course Credit Hours: 3  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Introduction to basic aspects of cultural practices and production in Chinese society, including 
consumer culture, education, work life, family relationships, everyday religious practices, 
aesthetic traditions, national identity, and gender.  Reading and analysis of representative works 
of modern Chinese visual and print culture including literature, film, advertising, digital media 
and consumer products with attention to cultural analysis as well as to historical and cultural 
background.  
 
COURSE MATERIALS: 
The following book must be purchased through the University bookstore or Amazon.com. All 
other readings are available in the library or posted on the course Moodle.  
 
Geling Yan. The Banquet Bug. NY: Hyperion, 2007. Cost: approx. $17.00 (Required) 
 
NO OTHER MATERIALS NEED TO BE PURCHASED; THERE ARE NO OTHER 
ASSOCIATED FEES FOR THIS CLASS. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes & Objectives  
This course fulfills the Interdisciplinary Perspectives (IP) GEP requisite, as well as the Global 
Knowledge (GK) GEP co-requisite.  

Objective: Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines.  
Outcome:Identify and interpret the historical and cultural significance of cinema, 
fiction, and poetry in reflecting and shaping China’s history. (Used to measure IP 
objective 1) 

 Objective: Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines. 
Outcome: Identify and explain key events in Chinese history from both a literary 
and historical perspective. (Used to measure IP objective 2) 

Objective: Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more 
disciplines. 

Outcome: Generate multiple interpretations of a work of art, utilizing approaches 
from cinema or literary studies and history. (Used to measure IP objective 3) 

mailto:nkisaacs@ncsu.edu
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Objective: Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics including values, images, 
cultural artifacts, economic structures, technological or scientific developments, and/or 
attitudes of people in a society or culture outside the United States. 

Outcome: Describe specific features of art movements in twentieth century 
China, and compare them to art movements in other countries. (Used to measure 
GK objective 1) 

Objective: Explain how these distinguishing characteristics relate to their cultural and/or 
historical contexts in the non-U.S. society.  

Outcome: Describe how processes of globalization are apparent in the film 
narrative and the production process of Kung-fu Hustle. (Used to measure GK 
objective 3).  

 
GRADING: 

Grade Components: 
Research Project (25%) The essay is a portfolio-style assignment comprised of a series of drafts 
and peer and self-critique assigned as noted in the schedule. The assignment is broken up into a 
series of mini-assignments, due on indicated days on the schedule. Rubrics and details of those 
assignments will be distributed in class the week before they are due. 
  
   Sub-categories of the final grade are tallied as follows:  
Assignment Due Date Grade 

Thesis Statement / Statement of Purpose & Peer 
Review Session 1  

November 12 2.5% 

Final Project Annotated Bibliography and Peer 
Review Session  

November 19 5% 

Final Project Synthesis Matrix Dec. 3 5% 

Final Project Rough Draft and Peer Review Dec. 5 5% 

Final Project and Project Presentation Dec. 14 (Final Exam) 5% 

Personal Evaluation (During Final Exam) 2.5% 

 
Video Essays (20%) Students will be asked to write a 500-word film analysis/presentation that 
is to be read in class while a key clip (or clips) from a film plays for the audience.  
 
Group Discussion Leadership (25%) Every student must sign up to lead a portion of three of the 
class discussions, in a group of 3 (if pre-term class counts remain accurate). More detailed 
requirements and a sign-up will be distributed during the first week of instruction.  
 
Response papers (20%) Students are expected to bring a typewritten, three-hundred word 
response paper to each class session when no other work is due (video essays or research project 
work).  
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Class Preparation and Participation (10%) Students are expected to arrive to class on time, 
prepared for discussion. This should include having read the primary and secondary texts, and 
brought a hard copy of the reading, or notes on the reading for you to refer to; contributing 
regularly to class discussions; contributing to online moodle assignments; and actively 
participating in peer review sessions.
 
Letter Grades 
This Course uses Standard  
NCSU Letter Grading: 
 
97 ≤ A+ ≤ 100 73 ≤ C < 77 

93 ≤ A < 97 70 ≤ C- < 73 

90 ≤ A- < 93 67 ≤ D+ < 70 

87 ≤ B+ < 90 63 ≤ D < 67 

83 ≤ B < 87 60 ≤ D- < 63 

80 ≤ B- < 83 0 ≤ F < 60 

77 ≤ C+ < 80  

Course Schedule — The most current version will be posted on HON 293 sec 003 Moodle 
Website 
 
* “Primary Text” indicates an original work of fiction, film, song, or other cultural 
product. “Secondary Text” indicates a scholarly article that explains, contextualizes, or 
demonstrates the historical significance of primary source material.  
**A useful thing to know:  Chinese surnames are written first, without a comma separating 
them from the given name (e.g. Isaacson Nathaniel).  
***Students should read both the primary and secondary materials listed on the syllabus. 
Chinese characters indicate the Chinese version of stories, films, etc… – you may choose to 
read these texts in Chinese, but are not required to do so. 
 
 
Unit One:  From Modernism to Socialist Realism   
W August 22:      Introduction to the course and to each other 
                             Sign up for group presentations; Review Guidelines Distributed  
Course introduction; syllabus distributed  
China in the Early 20th Century  
 
M August 27: 
The May Fourth Movement 
Primary Text: Lu Xun, “Diary of a Madman,” Preface to A Call to Arms  
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魯迅 狂人日記, 吶喊 序 
 
Secondary Text: Yu Ying-shih, “Neither Renaissance Nor Enlightenment: A Historian’s 
Reflections on the May Fourth Movement.” In Sanders, Graham, et al., eds. The appropriation of 
cultural capital: China's May Fourth Project. Cambridge, Mass.; London: Harvard University 
Asia Center, 2001. xv, 348p. (Harvard East Asian monographs), pp 299-324 
 
W August 29: 
Primary Text: Selections from Mu Shiying: China’s Lost Modernist, translated and edited by 
Andrew Field.  

Read Introduction, “The Man Who Was Treated as a Plaything,” and “Five in a 
Nightclub,” “Craven ‘A’, and “Shanghai Fox Trot,” 
 
 
Chinese Text: http://www.my285.com/xdmj/msy/index.htm 
穆史英, 被當作消遺品的男子, 夜總會裡的五個人, Craven “A,”上海的狐步舞,  
 
 
M Sept. 3 – NO CLASSES. LABOR DAY 
 
W September 5 
Primary Text: Chinese National Anthem Renditions from Children of Troubled Times 風雲兒女
; Paul Robeson; 2004 Asian Cup Final (posted to course Moodle).  
 
Robert Chi, ““‘The March of the Volunteers’: From Movie Theme Song to National 
Anthem”, Re-envisioning the Chinese Revolution: The Politics and Poetics of Collective 
Memories in Reform China, ed. Ching Kwan Lee and Guobin Yang (Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 2007. 217-244 
 
PRC 1949-1976; The Re-appropriation of folk culture 
Film: Two Stage Sisters  (舞台姐妹Xie Jin 谢晋, 1964). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYfME4FwWTg 
 
M September 10:   
Secondary Text: Finnane, Antonia. Changing Clothes in China. New York: Columbia University 
Press, 2008. Pp. 1-18; 201-256.  
Primary Text: Please post links to the course website for images from the Cultural Revolution.  
 
Unit Two:  Parallel Worlds: Hong Kong and Wuxia Cinema 
W September 12: 
 
Hong Kong to 1967  
Secondary Text: Chris Hamm. Paper Swordsmen, Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2005. 
32-78.   

http://www.my285.com/xdmj/msy/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYfME4FwWTg
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Primary Text: Ashes of Time 東邪西毒, Chen Kaige 陳凱歌, 1991 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x14s8gy_ashes-of-time-1994-pt-1_creation 
Also available on DVD in the library.  
 
M September 17: 
Primary Text: Jon Woo, A Better Tomorrow 英雄本色,  
 
Available on DVD in DH Hill at the reserves desk.  
 
Secondary Text:  Bordwell, David. “Aesthetics in Action: Kungfu, Gunplay, and Cinematic 
Expressivity” in At Full Speed: Hong Kong Cinema in a Borderless World, ed. Esther C.M Yau. 
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2001. 
 
Unit Three:  The Significance of the Post-Mao Movement:             
W September 19: 
Primary Text: Yellow Earth (huang tudi 黃土地), Chen Kaige陈凯歌, 1984. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfHx92LFaN0 (in four parts) 
Also available on DVD in the library.  
 
Secondary Text: Helen Hok-Sze Leung.  “Yellow Earth:  Hesitant Apprenticeship and Bitter 
Agency” in Chinese Films in Focus:  25 New Takes.  Ed. Chris Berry.  London:  Bfi Publishing, 
2003, 191-197. 
 
M September 24: 
Video Essay Presentations on Ashes of Time or A Better Tomorrow  
W September 26: 
Primary Text: Selections of Misty Poetry 
 
M October 1:  
Lecture: The 1989 Student Movement  
Primary Text: “The Tank Man” PBS/Frontline Reportage on Tian’anmen Massacre 
 
Secondary Text: Esherick and Wasserstrom. “Acting out Democracy: Political Theater in 
Modern China” in in Popular Protest & Political Culture in Modern China.  Second 
Edition.  Ed. Jeffrey N. Wasserstrom & Elizabeth J. Perry.  Boulder:  Westview Press, 1994, 32-
69. 
 
 
Unit Four:  Popular Music in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan Culture and Politics 
W October 3  
 
Primary Text:  The Music of Cui Jian崔健 and Rock Music in China. (See Youtube clips on 
course website) 

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x14s8gy_ashes-of-time-1994-pt-1_creation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfHx92LFaN0
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Secondary Readings:  
1.      Andrew F. Jones. “The Politics of Popular Music in Post-Tiananmen China” in Popular 
Protest & Political Culture in Modern China.  Second Edition.  Ed. Jeffrey N. Wasserstrom & 
Elizabeth J. Perry.  Boulder:  Westview Press, 1994, 148-167 
 
2.      Matthew Corbin Clark.  “Birth of a Beijing Music Scene.”  Available at 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/red/sonic/ 
 
October 4-5: NO CLASS – Fall Break  
 
M October 8:  
Greater China and trans-national pop music 
Secondary Text: Moscowitz, Marc L. “The Tail Wags the Dog: Taiwan’s Musical Counter-
Invasion of China,” in Cries of Joy, Songs of Sorrow: Chinese Pop Music and Its Cultural 
Connotations. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2010. Pp. 1-15 
 
Primary Texts (to be chosen/assigned during prior class session):              
Music from Teresa Teng邓丽君 

Music from Ai Jing艾敬 

Music from Jay Chou周杰伦 (Linked on course website) 
 
W October 10: 
Primary Text: A Mei, Taiwanese National Anthem and other songs  
 
Secondary Text: Nancy Guy, "Republic of China National Anthem" on Taiwan: One Anthem, 
One Performance, Multiple Realities,”  Ethnomusicology, Vol. 46, No. 1 (Winter, 2002), pp. 96-
119 
 
M October 15:    
Comrades: Almost a Love Story  
Available on DVD in DH Hill at the reserves desk.  
 
Unit Five:  New Boundaries 
W October 17: 
Cape No. 7  (Hai jiao qi hao海角七號) Wei Desheng 魏德聲, 2008  
Available on DVD in DH Hill at the reserves desk.  
 
M October 22: 
Sunflower Movement 
“Inside Taiwan’s Sunflower Movement.” Journal of Asian Studies.  
 
W October 24:    
Manufacturing Affective Experiences 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/red/sonic/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/red/sonic/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/red/sonic/
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?group=none&wc=on&so=rel&fc=off&acc=on&hp=25&Query=au:%22Nancy+Guy%22&si=1
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2307/852809?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=chinese&searchText=national&searchText=anthem&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Dchinese%2Bnational%2Banthem%26amp%3Bprq%3Drobert%2BChi%252C%26amp%3Bgroup%3Dnone%26amp%3Bwc%3Don%26amp%3Bso%3Drel%26amp%3Bfc%3Doff%26amp%3Bacc%3Don%26amp%3Bhp%3D25
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2307/852809?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=chinese&searchText=national&searchText=anthem&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Dchinese%2Bnational%2Banthem%26amp%3Bprq%3Drobert%2BChi%252C%26amp%3Bgroup%3Dnone%26amp%3Bwc%3Don%26amp%3Bso%3Drel%26amp%3Bfc%3Doff%26amp%3Bacc%3Don%26amp%3Bhp%3D25
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Primary Text: Personal Tailor 私人訂製, Feng Xiaogang, 2013 
 
Secondary Text: Braester, Yomi. ““Chinese Cinema in the Age of Commercial Advertisement: 
the Filmmaker as a Cultural Broker.” China Quarterly 183 (September 2005): 549–564. 
 
M October 29:               
Secondary Readings: Teo, Steven. “Ghosts, Cadavers, Demons and Other Hybrids,” in: Hong 
Kong Cinema: The Extra Dimensions. London: Bfi Publishing, 2002. Pp. 219-229 
 
Primary Text: Chinese Ghost Story 倩女幽魂, 1987 
Available on DVD in DH Hill at the reserves desk.  
 
W October 31: 
Primary Text: start by viewing ad campaigns online 
 
Secondary Text:   Jing Wang.  “Framing Chinese Advertising: Some Industry Perspectives on 
the Production of Culture.”  
 
M November 5: 
Marx and Mao are Dead, Long Live Marx and Mao 
 
Primary Text: Zhu Wen, “I Love Dollars,” and “A Hospital Night.” In: I Love Dollars (2007). 朱
文, 我愛美元, 幸虧這幾年有了一點錢 
 Chinese Text at - http://read.wakbook.com/1x0000000002/156900x10532/ 
 
Secondary Text: Karl Marx. XXII “Estranged Labour,” Economic and Philosophical 
Manuscripts of 1844. 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/manuscripts/labour.htm 
Final Project Assigned 
 
W Nov 7:  
Hong Kong Umbrella Movement 
Primary Text: Hong Kong Umbrella Movement: Four Poems - http://aaww.org/hong-kong-poets-
umbrella-movement/ 
 
Student-posted links to internet content regarding the Hong Kong Umbrella Movement.  
  
Secondary Text: Joshua Wong, “Scholarism on the March.”  New Left Review, 
http://newleftreview.org/II/92/joshua-wong-scholarism-on-the-march 
 
M November 12:  
The Midnight After  (那夜凌晨，我坐上了旺角開往大埔的紅van, Fruit Chan, 2014)  
Final Project Plan and Thesis Presentations/ Project Plan and Thesis Peer Review 
 

http://read.wakbook.com/1x0000000002/156900x10532/
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/manuscripts/labour.htm
http://aaww.org/hong-kong-poets-umbrella-movement/
http://aaww.org/hong-kong-poets-umbrella-movement/
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Unit Six:  Globalization, Korean Wave, Cyber Culture 
W November 14:  
Primary Text:  
My Sassy Girl Kwak Jae-young, 2001 
 
Jennifer Jung-Kim “My Sassy Girl Goes Around the World”, The Korean Wave: Korean 
Popular Culture in Global Context. Palgrave Macmillan, 2014.   
 
Optional extra films: 
Ugli Aur Pagli (Sachin Khot, 2008)  
 
My Sassy Girl 2 (我的野蠻女友2) 
http://www.mysoju.com/taiwanese-movie/my-sassy-girl-2/the-movie/ 
 
M November 19:   
Trans-national Kung Fu Cinema  
Primary Text:  Kung Fu Hustle (功夫) Stephen Chow, 2004. 
 
Secondary Text:  Christina Klein, "Kung Fu Hustle: Transnational 
Production and the Global Chinese Language Film." Journal of Chinese Cinemas 1, 3 (Sept. 
2007): 189-208. 
Final Project Annotated Bibliography Due / Peer Review Annotated Bibliography 
 
November 21-23:  Thanksgiving Holiday  
 
M November 26 
Kung Fu Hustle video essay presentations                   
 
W November 28:             
Choose two chapters from  
Popular China: Unofficial Culture. Perry Link, Richard P. Madsen, and Paul G. Pickowicz, eds.. 
Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, c2002. 
 
(List to be announced in class. This is different from the discussion leadership activities)  
 
You will report on your readings to a small group in class, and then present your discussion to 
the class as a whole.  
 
M December 3: 
Final Project Synthesis Matrix Due/ Peer Review Synthesis Matrix 
 
W December 5 
Rough drafts due/ Final peer review session. 
 
F December 14 Term Papers Due by 5 pm.   
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REQUIREMENTS FOR CREDIT-ONLY (S/U) GRADING: 
In order to receive a grade of S, students are required to take all exams and quizzes, complete all 
assignments, and earn a grade of C- or better. Conversion from letter grading to credit only (S/U) 
grading is subject to university deadlines. Refer to the Registration and Records calendar for 
deadlines related to grading. For more details refer to 
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/courses_undergrad/REG02.20.15.php. 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AUDITORS (AU): 
Students interested in auditing the course should consult with the instructor. Information about 
and requirements for auditing a course can be found at 
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/pols_regs/REG205.00.5.php. 
 
POLICIES ON INCOMPLETE GRADES: 
Incomplete grades will be given at the instructor’s discretion and only in the event that a student 
who has finished most of the course work cannot complete the course due to unforeseeable 
circumstances beyond his/her control. If an extended deadline is not authorized by the instructor 
or department, an unfinished incomplete grade will automatically change to an F after either (a) 
the end of the next regular semester in which the student is enrolled (not including summer 
sessions), or (b) the end of 12 months if the student is not enrolled, whichever is shorter. 
Incompletes that change to F will count as an attempted course on transcripts. The burden of 
fulfilling an incomplete grade is the responsibility of the student. The university policy on 
incomplete grades is located at 
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/grades_undergrad/REG02.50.3.php. 
 
LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY: Students with an explained absence will need to arrange with 
the instructor a date to turn in late assignments, preferably on the next day of class. Students with 
unexcused absences may turn in assignments for partial credit.   
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
There is no way you will do well in this class if you don’t come.  
For further information, see the NCSU Attendance Policy, including the university definition of 
excused absences: 
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/courses_undergrad/REG02.20.3.php. 
 
MAKEUP WORK POLICY: 
Makeup work will only be allowed if either 1) your absence was the result of a medical or other 
emergency documented with an official written note from your doctor or other professional; or 2) 
you have spoken to me prior to the absence and we have agreed on how the work will be made 
up.  
 
Adverse Weather: In the event of class cancellation due to adverse weather, check for 
announcements in email and Moodle giving instructions for keeping up with the course work. 
For more information about campus adverse weather procedures, read the NCSU Adverse 
Weather Policy. Check email, news, the NCSU home page, or call 513-8888 for the latest 
campus information. 

http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/courses_undergrad/REG02.20.15.php
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/pols_regs/REG205.00.5.php
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/grades_undergrad/REG02.50.3.php
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/courses_undergrad/REG02.20.3.php
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/campus_environ/health_safety_welfare/REG04.20.7.php
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/campus_environ/health_safety_welfare/REG04.20.7.php
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND HONESTY: 
Academic Integrity: 
Students are required to comply with the university policy on academic integrity found in the 
Code of Student Conduct found at 
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/student_services/student_discipline/POL11.35.1.php 
 
Academic Honesty: 
See http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/student_services/student_discipline/POL11.35.1.php for a 
detailed explanation of academic honesty. Students are required to uphold the university Honor 
Pledge and exercise honesty in completing every assignment. 
 
Honor Pledge: 
Your signature on any test or assignment indicates: “I have neither given nor received 
unauthorized aid on this test or assignment.” 
 
Electronic Course Components 
Students may be required to disclose personally identifiable information to other students in the 
course, via electronic tools like email or web-postings, where relevant to the course. Examples 
include online discussions of class topics, and posting of student coursework. All students are 
expected to respect the privacy of each other by not sharing or using such information outside the 
course. 
 
Statement for students with disabilities 
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order to 
take advantage of available accommodations, students must register with the Disability Resource 
Office at Suite 304, University College Commons, Campus Box 7509, 919-515-7653. For more 
information on NC State’s policy on working with students with disabilities, please see the 
Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities Regulation (REG02.20.01) 
 
Students are responsible for reviewing the NC State University PRR’s which pertains to 
their course rights and responsibilities: 

● Equal Opportunity and Non-Discrimination Policy Statement  
https://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-04-25-05 

○ with additional references at https://oied.ncsu.edu/equity/policies/ 
● Code of Student Conduct  https://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-35-01 
● Grades and Grade Point Average  https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-50-03 
● Credit-Only Courses  https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-15T 
● Audits  https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-04 

http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/student_services/student_discipline/POL11.35.1.php
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/student_services/student_discipline/POL11.35.1.php
https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-01/
https://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-04-25-05
https://oied.ncsu.edu/equity/policies/
https://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-35-01
https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-50-03
https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-15T
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