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Council on Undergraduate Education 2016-2017   November 11th, 2016 
 Talley Student Union 4140 
 1:30pm-3:00pm 

Call to Order 1:30pm 

 Welcome and Instructions, Chair-Elect Karen Keene
 Remarks from Associate Vice Provost, Dr. Barbara Kirby
 Approval of CUE October 28, 2016 Minutes 

Old Business 
Presenter Action Type Notes 
Allen IPGK 295 The Rhythm of Life IP, GK New IPGK Shell. Tabled during Sept. 16, 2016 meeting. 

New Business 
 Course and Curricular Business

Consent Agenda 
Action Type Notes 
HON 296-001 Interpretive Machines IP GEP Shell Second Offering (First- Fall 2015) 
HON 296-002 Politics and Literature IP GEP Shell Third Offering (First-Spring 2015, Second-Spring 2016) 
HON 296-003 Religion and Freedom IP GEP Shell Second Offering (First- Fall 2015) 
HON 296-004 Outbreak IP GEP Shell Second Offering (First- Fall 2015) 

Courses for GEP Category - Review 
Presenter Reviewers GEP Category 

Under review 
GEP Action Notes 

Petty (Lee) Joines, Parker, Ashwell NS CH 100 Chemistry and 
Society 

Slight changes to title, description, and 
student learning outcomes, up for GEP review 

Gilmartin Ash, Ozturk, Schmidt USD PS/WGS 418 Gender 
Law and Policies 

Minor revision, submitted for review. 

Knowles Petty(Lee), Sills, Levine SS SOC 202 Principles of 
Sociology 

Slight changes to the student learning 
outcomes, up for GEP review. 

Courses New to GEP 
Presenter Reviewers GEP Category 

Under review 
GEP Action Notes 

Outing Rabah, Joines, Ashwell HUM HON 290-002 North Carolina: Centuries 
of Contrast and Change 

First Offering 

Outing Parker, Gilmartin, 
Nowel 

HUM HON 293-001 Gender, Identity, and the 
Birth of the “Modern Woman”  

First Offering 

Outing Gilmartin, Joines, 
Ozturk 

SS HON 295-001 The Conservative 
Tradition in the West 

First Offering 

Outing Knowles, Ozturk, Levine SS HON 295-002 Diversity and Ecological 
Justice 

First Offering 

Outing Gilmartin, Rabah, Allen USD MUS 210 History of Rock I: 1950s-
1970s 

New to USD, approved for 
VPA 4.2016 

Outing Joines, Parker, Knowles USD MUS 211 History of Rock II: 1980s-
present 

New to USD, approved for 
VPA 4.2016 

Discussion: Follow up on IP category discussion. 
Notes: 

• All linked course actions are viewable in CIM.
• To view actions, please click on the hyperlink. You may need to use your Unity ID to log in.
• If you experience issues logging in, please go to https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseadmin/ and type the course prefix

and number into the search bar.

https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/992/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/992/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4615/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4615/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4873/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/4873/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/9139/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/9139/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/9250/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/9250/index.html&step=tcadiff
https://next-catalog.ncsu.edu/courseadmin/
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Council on Undergraduate Education 2016-2017                                             October 28th, 2016 
                                                                                                                                  Talley Student Union 4140 

               Call to Order: 1: 31 PM 
 
 
Members Present: Chair Peggy Domingue, Chris Ashwell, Sarah Ash, Jeff Joines, Karen Keene, Alice Lee (Proxy), Cynthia 
Levine, Ozturk Hatice, Frederick Parker, Erin Sills, David Gilmartin, Adam Skrzecz , Amanda Beller (Proxy), John Morillo 
(Proxy), Kathleen Rieder (Proxy), Jeremy Feducia (Proxy) 
Members Absent: Tim Petty, Ghada Rabah, Tania Allen, Kim Outing, James Knowles, Ingrid Schmidt, Andy Nowel 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Li Marcus, Lexi Hergeth, Dr. Barbara Kirby, Stephany Dunstan  

Guests: Genia Sklute, Sue Carson, Jane Lubischer, Tom Koch 

 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 Remarks from Chair— Introduced guests.  
 
 Dr. Kirby – Reminded the committee that the Chancellor’s address is at 2:30. GEP taskforce for GEP corequisite has been 

appointed and has about 19 people. November 4 is potentially the first meeting and a report will hopefully come out Spring of 
next year. 
 

 
 Approval of the Minutes from September 30th, 2016. – Approved Unanimously 

o Discussion:  The minutes were presented and approved without further discussion.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Consent Agenda (PS 306 and BIO 233) —Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: Member Frederick Parker moved to approve the consent agenda. The consent agenda was presented and 
approved without further discussion. 
 
New GEP Shell Special Topics 

 IPGE 295 Biologically Inspired Design: (IP)- Approved Pending  
Discussion: Presented by Proxy Alice Lee. Presenter explained the IP classification. Member asks what the discipline’s 
synthesis, wondered if the course should say “Biological Design”. Member discussed the need to update the grading 
scale in the syllabus. Member asked how the distinct disciplines are being taught. Members discuss the strength of the 
course as an IP GEP because of the two instructors and the planned lessons showing the three distinct topics. Two 
categories are Biology and Design, not biological sciences and biomimicry. Approved pending update of the short form 
update to reflect the disciplines, syllabus update to include current grading scale and credit hours. 
 

 
GEP Review 

 ANT 252 Cultural Anthropology: (SS) – Tabled 
Discussion: Presented by Proxy John Morillo. Members asked about what changes were made to the Student Learning 
Outcomes as all of the text in CIM is green (indicating the addition of information) and whether what was in CIM 
reflected the most current information. OUCC clarified that as the information was not previously in CIM that the text 
would appear green. OUCC reviews course student learning outcomes and compares them to the last submitted 
syllabus to identify any changes coming forward to UCCC and what is in CIM is the most updated information. As more 
information is added, changes will be more clearly evident. A member went through their review of the course and how 
it concretely matches outcomes for Social Science, especially including the mini-ethnography project. Members 
confirmed that what was directly under review was the Social Science GEP as the Global Knowledge had been last 
approved in 2012. A vote was called to approve ANT 252 for the Social Sciences GEP, but discussion continued. A 
member asked if the student learning outcomes had changed whether the committee also needs to consider the Global 
Knowledge category as well. Members noted that the GK information was not visible in CIM or in the syllabus. Dr. Kirby 
requested clarification regarding CUE’s previous vote last spring to require the inclusion of all GEP information in CIM – 
whether the committee still wanted to require this. Members pointed out that as faculty are inputting courses into CIM, 



this expands the information available in CIM, providing a database of information to more easily see and make 
changes in the future, and pointed out that the learning outcomes changed as well. A member related their experience 
in working towards GEP review that because information on the GEP category was not available previously, they have 
to create it now, so continuing to allow short-hand compounds that problem. Therefore all information should be 
required every time the course is touched. A motion was made: “CUE requires that people who are going to bring 
things to CUE to input all the information about all the categories that they might have into CIM before final approval 
can be reached.” A member asked whether, for categories that were already approved, whether CUE wanted the 
information from the last approval or the most updated information. Members confirmed that they wanted the most 
updated information as that reflects what is being taught. Members returned to the fact that the syllabus did not include 
any GEP information. Members noted that ANT 253 did have the GK information filled out. The Chair stopped the 
discussion as it was out of order and called for the vote on the Social Sciences GEP. Dr. Kirby clarified parliamentary 
procedure that the committee must vote on the current motion or amend the motion before moving on. Member Sarah 
Ash moved to table the action until a syllabus is provided to reflect the Global Knowledge outcomes. Motion to table: 
[13] in favor, 1 opposed, 0 abstentions 
 

 ANT 253 Unearthing the Past: Introduction to World Archaeology: (SS) – Approved Unanimously  
Discussion: Presented by Proxy John Morillo. Member made the friendly suggestion to put “N/A” for objectives 2 and 4 
instead of “previously approved”. Presenter commented that a short answer question being a stronger learning 
outcome than a multiple choice question.  
 

 MUS 202 Introduction to Music Literature II: (GK and VPA) – Approved Unanimously 
Discussion: Presented by member Chris Ashwell. Member discussed GK objective one, how composers from different 
European societies responded to Beethoven.  
 
  

New GEP 
 HON 312 Outbreak: (IP) -  Approved Unanimously 

Discussion: Presented by member Chris Ashwell. Members discussed the sociology aspect and how the readings help 
to meet the sociology discipline. Members discussed the potential for the course to be sociology, or political science, or 
literature, depending on some readings and how the there are different ways for the IP category to be met. 

 
Additional Motion  
 

 Member Karen Keene moved to “require that people bringing something to CUE to completely fill out the form in CIM if 
they have more than one category so that we can look at the full picture of the motion with the friendly amendment that 
while it does not need to be present by the time of the meeting, it must be present before receiving full approval.”  
Members decided to remove the caveat regarding timing to state that courses must be fully updated before coming to 
CUE. Members affirmed that this applies also to previously-reviewed GEP categories and that language such as 
“previously approved” should not be used in the form. The motion came forward that CUE would require that all GEP 
categories be completed on the CIM form and in the syllabus for CUE to vote. The Chair reopened the discussion on 
the motion, and a member expressed the need to keep the process easy for faculty by asking only for what is 
absolutely necessary rather than also requiring additional information not relevant to review. Members relayed that 
because the GK category information for ANT 252 was not in the syllabus, it raised a red flag for their review. If the 
outcomes are not in the syllabus, then students are not being assessed on those outcomes. A member argued that 
while record-keeping can be onerous, the full information is indeed relevant to the review of courses. The chair restated 
the motion: “Require that all categories for the GEP to be provided in CIM or in the syllabus for the CUE committee to 
view.” A member adjusted that because CIM should match the syllabus that the “or” should be an “and” and the 
information should involve copy and pasting rather than more work. Final motion: “CUE will require that all 
categories for the GEP to be provided in CIM and in the syllabus for the CUE committee to view.” 
Motion to Approve: [13] in favor, 1 opposed, 0 abstentions  

 
 
Discussion:  

 Follow up on IP category discussion. Comments for colleges about the IP discussion 
o Jeff Joines brought forward that COT discussed the lack of a hard and fast rule for IP and the need to 

recognize that there can be different kinds of IP courses. 
 Stephany Dunstan- Announcement from DSO is going through an external program review. Nov 17 and Nov 18 

sessions will be held for faculty and staff to provide feedback about DSO and the various interactions in.  
 The Chair shared an update regarding the survey for the new Carmichael construction and let members know that they 

can submit comments if desired. 



 Dr. Kirby offered that in order to help the GEP review process, OUCC will provide information regarding the 
progression of that 2009 Provost’s charge and any courses that still require review. Li Marcus noted that information 
regarding courses that are still up for GEP review is available on the CUE website under the Committee Charge 
section, and that there are excel sheets organized by college that are updated once a year in Spring after the last 
meeting of the academic year as well as a google sheet that is updated after each CUE meeting of the list of courses 
overall, and that members were welcome to contact OUCC for help in finding available documentation for the project. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 2:27 PM 

Respectfully submitted by Lexi Hergeth  





 
Effective Fall 2014 

☐ 

☐ 

 

GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives & Global Knowledge Special Topic Shell Offering (IPGK 295) 
This form is to be used for submitting a Special Topics shell offering for the Interdisciplinary Perspectives and Global Knowledge GEP categories to 

the Council on Undergraduate Education (CUE) 
 

Course action proposals for a GEP shell offering must provide documentation to show how the course is designed to enable a 
student to achieve the particular GEP category objectives. 

 
The GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives objectives will provide instruction and guidance that help students to: 

1. Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines; and 
2. Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines; and 
3. Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more disciplines. 

 
The GEP Global Knowledge objectives will provide instruction and guidance that help students to: 

4. Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics including values, images, cultural artifacts, economic structures, 
technological or scientific developments, and/or attitudes of people in a society or culture outside the United States. 

 
And at least one of the following: 

5. Compare these distinguishing characteristics between the non-U.S. society and at least one other society. 
6. Explain how the distinguishing characteristics relate to their cultural and/or historical contexts in the non-U.S. society. 
7. Explain how these distinguishing characteristics change in response to internal and external pressures on the non-U.S. 

society. 
 

IPGK 295 
Department(s)/Program  Prague Institute New GEP Special Topics Offering   X 

Special Topic Title: 
(30 character limit) 

The Rhythm of Life 
Review for 2nd Offering 

Term to be Offered Spring 2017 

Instructor Name/Title Dr. JMark Scearce, Professor of Art and Design 

SECTION 1: GEP CRITERIA 
Instructions: 

 
• At least one of the Instructor’s student learning outcomes must be listed under each GEP category objective. 
• Achievement of the outcomes must allow students to meet the GEP category objectives. 
• Outcomes must illustrate what students will do in order to demonstrate they have achieved the outcome. 
• At least one means of evaluation must be listed under each outcome and provide data to allow the instructor to judge how 

well students have achieved outcomes. 
• Student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP category objectives must be applied to all course sections. 
• For assistance with writing outcomes and list of active verbs using Bloom’s Taxonomy [Click Here] 

Interdisciplinary Studies 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcomes for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 1: 
Obj. 1) Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines. 

 
Students will be able to differentiate common rhythmic organizational principles between Music and Language 

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 
Responses to discussion and essay prompts: Discuss the common organizational principle of stress  

in Music and Language and how it functions in both (meter) 
 

http://teaching.uncc.edu/learning-resources/articles-books/best-practice/goals-objectives/writing-objectives


 
Effective Fall 2014 

 
List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 2: 

Obj. 2) Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines. 
 

Students will be able to identify the mutual relevance of Music and Language into various constructs of rhythm 

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 
 

Responses to discussion and essay prompts: In what ways are divisions of Time measured in Language like Music? (pulse, 
unit, tempo, etc) 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 3: 
Obj. 3) Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more disciplines. 

Students will be able to create a comprehensive taxonomy of rhythmic value in Music and Language  
with tangential modalities in other disciplines of the student's choosing 

  

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 
Final term paper: Apply what you have learned this semester about the importance of repetition and recurrence by using 
specific examples of the hierarchy of rhythm in a comprehensive metaphoric application to a discipline of your choosing 

To assist CUE in evaluating this course for Interdisciplinary Perspectives, please provide answers to the following questions: 
 

A. Which disciplines will be synthesized, connected, and/or considered in this course? 
 

 Music and Language primarily but also touching on applications in visual art and biology 
 
 

B. How will the instructor present the material so that these disciplines are addressed in a way that allows the students “to 
integrate the multiple parts of view into a cohesive understanding”? 

1. The instructor will provide lectures which clearly present the tools of each discipline and facilitate student's 
interdisciplinary learning 
2. Students will listen to examples presented in class to provide an aural learning and understanding 
3. Essay exams will provide writing prompts that test students' knowledge and comprehension of the material 
4. Students will respond to the instructor's discussion prompts about each discipline and their interrelation, analyzing and 
applying what they have learned 

Global Knowledge 
List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Global Knowledge Objective 4: 

Obj. 4) Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics including values, images, cultural artifacts, economic structures, 
technological or scientific developments, and/or attitudes of people in a society or culture outside the United States. 

 
Students will be Immersed In Czech culture In an Intensive way, living and learning the music and language, thereby able to 

explain distinguishing charactenstics of the rhythm of Czech music and language. 
Measure(s) for above Outcome: 

Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 
assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 

Responses to discussion and essay prompts: How does stress differ between the Czech language and English as spoken in 
America (first syllable stress versus syncopation) 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Global Knowledge Objective 5, 6, or 7: 
 
Students will be able to compare the distinguishing characteristics between Czech language and  
culture and one other language of the students' choosing as they relate to rhythm 



 
Effective Fall 2014 

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 
Final Paper: Choose any language other than English and compare its spoken rhythm to that of Czech. List three major 

differences and two similarities. 



 
Effective Fall 2014 

 
SECTION 2: REQUISITES AND SCHEDULING 

General guidelines: 
 

• GEP Courses should have at least 25% of seats non-restricted (i.e. available to all students). 
• GEP Courses should have no more than ONE pre-requisite. 
• GEP Special Topics are approved as a one-term offering. 
• The course syllabus for all sections must include the GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives and Global Knowledge category 

designations and GEP student learning outcomes. 

Special Topics Term Scheduling: 
 

• List below the course scheduling detail: 
o Meeting time and day(s): Tuesdays 9-noon 

 
 

o Seat count: less than 10 
 
 

o Room assigned or room preference including needed classroom technology/seat type: Koudela room 
 
 

• If this course is to be piggy-backed with a department special topic, list the piggy-backed course prefix/number below. 
(EX: BIO 295 with NSGK 295) 

What percentage of the seats offered will be open to all students? 100% 
 

a. If seats are restricted, describe the restriction being applied. 
 
 

b. Is this restriction listed in the course catalog description for the course? 

List all course pre-requisites, co-requisites, and restrictive statements (ex: Jr standing; Chemistry majors only).  If none, state none. none 

List any discipline specific background or skills that a student is expected to have prior to taking this course. If none, state   none. 
(ex: ability to analyze historical text; prepare a lesson plan) none 

SECTION 3: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Complete the following 3 questions or attach a syllabus that includes this information. 

1. Title and author of any required text or publications. 

2. Major topics to be covered and required readings including laboratory and studio topics. 

3. List any required field trips, out of class activities, and/or guest speakers. 



 
Effective Fall 2014 

 

 
 
 

SIGNATURE PAGE FOR IPGK 295 
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*For GEP Special Topics Submission Form, follow the standard workflow for approval of a special topic offering in your College 
which may or may not include review by the College CCC. 
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Testimonial in Support of  
IPGK295, “The Rhythm of Life” 

J. Mark Scearce, Instructor 
By Jonathan C. Kramer, Ph.D. 

 
To: Members of NCSU UCCC 
 
As member of the Music Department at NC State for more than 30 years and 
member of the NCSU Interdisciplinary Studies Council I would like to offer my 
congratulations to Dr. Scearce for creating this rich and original course for our 
students at the Prague Institute.  “The Rhythm of Life” explores a basic element and 
commonality of human experience and creativity.  The syllabus is rich with themes 
and ideas that will connect students with art of various media as well as with a 
deeper capacity for experiencing expressive forms.  The course is interdisciplinary; 
students will examine the concept of rhythm at the intersection of music and 
language; then, grounded in a technical vocabulary of musico-linguistic creativity, 
these concepts are applied to other areas of artistic endeavor as well. 
 
I have personally team-taught with Dr. Scearce and can state without hesitation that 
he is a master teacher.  He is generous with his time and talents, and the creativity 
he brings to his own compositional efforts infuses the play of ideas he encourages in 
the classroom.  This should be a highly successful course from which students will 
learn a great deal about human creativity.  I recommend this course highly.  Please 
give it every consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
  Jonathan C. Kramer, Ph.D.   
 
Teaching Professor, Music and Arts Studies, North Carolina State University 
Adjunct Professor of Ethnomusicology, Duke University                                               
 
Box 7311, Dept. of Music, NCSU, Raleigh, NC 27695 
Phone: 919-345-9389 
Fax:      919-515-4204 
jckramer@ncsu.edu 
 
What in the World Is Music? https://www.routledge.com/products/9781138790254   
 

 
 
   

tel:919-345-9389
tel:919-515-4204
mailto:jckramer@ncsu.edu
https://www.routledge.com/products/9781138790254


13 SEPT 2016 
 
Dear Art Rice, 
 
I am writing this letter in support of JMark Scearce´s course on rhythm at the Prague Institute. 
I found that JMark´s  course ( IPGK295 "The Rhythm of Life") incorporates an 
interdisciplinary perspective on the disciplines of language and music, plus it uses his wide 
knowledge of music composition and reception. I strongly recommend that NSCU accepts 
this course as I think that it will broaden the scope of students´ knowledge not only of music 
but also of different cultures from a new perspective. I met JMark in Prague this summer, he 
visited our recording studio Faust and we discussed both the course and his work. He is an 
exceptional composer and a responsible and enthusiastic teacher.  
 
As for my credentials, I received my PhD from Charles University in Prague (in literature and 
philosophy). I got my post-doc from Harvard University (music and literature of the 
counterculture in CZ and US, Fulbright scholarship 2013-14). I teach a course on World 
Literature for NCSU at the Prague Institute. In my expertise as a linguist, semiotician and 
musician, I can confirm that Scearce´s course has a huge potential in connecting the two 
disciplines, great musical grounding and innovative methodology. As for course material, I 
suggest he uses more semiotics of music (T.Turino - Music as Social Life, for example).  
 
        Thank you and best wishes! Blanka Maderova 
 



SCEARCE RESPONSE TO CUE RE:!PGK295 
 
 

1. An “essay prompt” was missing from “Response to Discussion”—found  
 
 

2. Objections found with grading; this is what I’ve used for 30 years including the last twelve 
at NC State for Music, MALS, Honors etc  I’ve clarified the plus and minus as you requested. 

 
 

3. Is it language or is it linguistics?  
 

It is language, though one session is devoted to linguistics as one session is devoted to art 
and one to physiology 

 
 

4. Is it poetry or is it spoken language?   
 
It is primarily poetry for this course though for the last 30 years, as a part of every course 
I’ve taught, whether at NC State since 2004 or at the Universities of Hawaii, North Texas, or 
Southern Maine, I’ve used a variety of approaches from poetry to spoken language to 
speeches to bringing a student in front of the class and asking them to speak any sentence 
off the top of their head.  I then break down the rhythmic components of that sentence as 
seen AND heard, noting inflection, and tying the rhythm to posture, their walk to the front 
of the class, their intonation, etc 

 
 

5. Will Blanka Maderova be a part of the class?  
 
No. I asked her as a colleague, as I asked Jonathan Kramer, to provide you with their 
assessment of my syllabus content, choosing them for their expertise: one in Music, one in 
language, each versed in the other’s discipline—to be able to speak to the interdisciplinary 
nature of what it is I do.   
 
Having said that, Blanka is more than willing to be a reviewer of class presentations. 

 
 

6. The inference above is credentialing as a language expert, I understand, despite my own 
writing, my own work with more than forty poets, my own setting to music of over 200 
texts.  I just put in the mail today (Nov 2, 2016) a 43-page, 8000 word libretto I’ve just 
written on Max Frisch’s 1957 novel “Homo Faber” under contract with Suhrkamp Verlag 
in Berlin if that helps. I am a language expert for the teaching of this course. 

 
 

7. Provide a reading list—provided  
 
 

Do let me know if there is anything else I might answer for you and thank you  
for your reconsideration in light of my compliance with what you’ve asked above. 



IPGK 295 Course Syllabus 
 
IPGK 295 – The Rhythm of Life 
Section TBD/Spring 2017 
3 credit hours 
 
Instructor 
Dr. JMark Scearce 
+420 736 414 690 
jmark_scearce@ncsu.edu 
Office Hours by Appointment 
 
Course Meetings 
T 9a-Noon 
Prague Institute, Czech Republic 
 
Course Description 
The Rhythm of Life is a course open to all students using as springboard the central tool of all 
rhythm: repetition and recurrence. Through this experience, students will learn creative 
thinking skills as applicable in their own discipline through the metaphor of rhythm. Through 
a basic understanding of the unit of measure of Time in music, the course will progress to 
how rhythm works in language, visual art, and finally biology as rhythm functions in our 
bodies. The global knowledge gained by studying rhythms of other cultures will finally be 
applied to the Czech language and its differences with spoken American English. 
 
GEP Objectives, Outcomes & Assessments 
This course will be primarily concerned with the connections between music and language, 
touching on applications in visual art and biology. 
 
Obj 1) Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines 
 

Outcome: Students will be able to differentiate common rhythmic organizational 
principles between music and language 

 
Assessment: Responses to discussion and essay prompts: Discuss the common 
organizational principle of stress in music and language and how it functions in both. 

 
Obj 2) Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines 
 

Outcome: Students will be able to identify the mutual relevance of music and 
language into various constructs of rhythm. 

 
Assessment: Responses to discussion and essay prompts: In what ways are divisions 
of Time measured in language like music? 

 
 
 

mailto:jmark_scearce@ncsu.edu


IPGK 295 Course Syllabus—page 2 
 
Obj 3) Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more disciplines 
 

Outcome: Students will be able to create a comprehensive taxonomy of rhythmic 
value in music and language with tangential modalities in other disciplines of the 
student’s choosing. 

 
Assessment: Final Term Paper: Apply what you have learned this semester about the 
importance of repetition and recurrence by using specific examples of the hierarchy 
of rhythm in a comprehensive metaphoric application to a discipline of your 
choosing. 

 
Obj 4) Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics in a society or culture outside the 
US 

Outcome: Students will be immersed in Czech culture in an intensive way, living and 
learning the music and language, thereby able to explain distinguishing 
characteristics of the rhythm of Czech music and language. 

 
Assessment: Responses to discussion prompts and essay prompts: How does stress 
differ between the Czech language and English as spoken in America? 

 
Obj 5, 6, 7) Compare these characteristics between the non-US society and one other 

 society, explain how these characteristics relate to their culture, or how they  
 change in response to internal or external pressures 

 
Outcome: Students will be able to compare the distinguishing characteristics 
between Czech language and culture and one other language of the students’ 
choosing as they relate to rhythm. 

 
Assessment: Final Exam: Choose any language other than English and compare its 
spoken rhythm to that of Czech. 

 
 
Texts 
None, though readings will be provided, such as: 
 
Charles Patterson, The Rhythm of Life 
Kreitzman and Foster, The Rhythms of Life 
Glass and Mackey, From Clocks to Chaos: The Rhythms of Life 
Michael Thaut, Rhythm, Music, and the Brain 
Godfried Touissant, The Geometry of Musical Rhythm 
Carper and Attridge, Meter and Meaning 
Jurgen Esser, Rhythm in Speech, Prose and Verse 
Kent Bloomer, The Nature of Ornament: Rhythm and Metamorphosis in Architecture 
Richard Roe, The Principles of Rhythm: Both in Speech and Music 
Jonathan Kramer, Music, Time, and Worldview 
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Course Structure 
Without a text per se, the lectures the instructor give are vital to the understanding of the 
course.  The course will encompass weekly lectures and discussion over the twelve-week 
semester, as well as a Midterm and Final Exam and Final Paper and Presentation. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Midterm Exam (Feb 28)—a 90 minute essay exam (25%) 
 
Final Exam (Apr 11)—a 90 minute essay exam with take-home portion (35%) 
 
Final Paper & Presentation (Apr 28)—a paper of no less than 5000 words applying the 
semester’s work to the discipline of student’s choice and 15 minute class presentation of 
one teachable moment from this paper (40%) 
 
Course Grade 
An A is 90% or above, B 80%, C 70%, D 60%, F anything less. The meat of the grade is four 
percentage points from the center (i.e. 83-86% = B) with plus or minus engaged above and 
below this marker (i.e. 87-89% B+, 80-82% B-, etc).  
 
Course Schedule 
 
Jan 24 
1. Definitions - in which we distinguish difference between the varying by examining 
terminology such as regular, uniform, pattern (music and language) 
 
Jan 31 
2. Notations - in which we study symbologies of marking large-scale and small-scale 
elements of both sound and silence (music) 
 
Feb 7 
3. Pulse and beat - in which we begin studying these smallest building blocks of rhythm, the 
"toe-tapping" phenomenon as aural "premise" (music and language) 
 
   and 
  
4. Unit and gesture - in which we begin assembling small-scale elements into patterning: 
metric (steady), intrametric (confirming), contrametric (syncopated), and extrametric 
(irregular) (music and language) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IPGK 295 Course Syllabus—page 4 
 
Feb 14 
5. Repetition and recurrence - in which we begin exploring the regular succession of 
opposite elements, the played and the inaudible (rest) as well as essential anticipation of 
implied patterning (music and language) 
 
   and 
 
6. Tempo and duration - in which we explore speed and the inverse relationship to length, 
including the temporal organization of sound from very short to very long and gradations 
between as ways of digesting information (music and language) 
 
Feb 21 
7. Metric structure - in which we study time signatures, duple and triple meter, simple and 
compound meters, and the implications for dance and body movement (music and dance) 
 
   and 
 
Review 
 
Feb 28 
Midterm Exam 
 
Mar 14 
8. Composites - in which we begin amalgamating all sounding parts of a musical texture and 
differentiate the component parts at play and inherent relationships therein (music) 
 
   and 
 
9. Polyrhythms - in which we look at non-Western cultures in the rhythmic conflicts 
produced by multiple rhythms, cross-rhythms and irrational rhythms at play (music) 
 
Mar 21 
10. Visual - in which we translate what we've learned into the five areas of regular, 
alternating, random, flowing, and progressive and how these are similar to and different 
from sound (visual art) 
 
Mar 28 
11. Linguistics - in which we look at isochrony as one of the three aspects of prosody, along 
with stress and intonation; language categorization of syllable-timed, mora-timed, or stress-
timed; and  prosodic rhythmic successions of  additive (same duration repeated), cumulative 
(short-long), or countercumulative (long-short) (linguistics) 
 
Apr 4 
12. Physiology - in which we look at how rhythm functions in the body from heart to lungs to 
circadian patterns necessary for health (biology) 
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Apr 11 
Final Exam 
 
Apr 18 
Class Presentations & Final Paper 
 
Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory. Class participation is vital to this performative learning and  
necessitates attendance. Unexcused absences are calculated as follows: 0-2 (A); 3-4 (B); 4-6 
(C); 7-8 (D); 9 or more and you fail the course. For further information 
see http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-03 
 
Late Work 
Late work will be marked down one letter grade per day it is late. There will be no 
extensions granted. No Tests given other than on the day listed. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Your work must be your own. All students must abide by the NCSU Honor Pledge (“I have 
given nor received unauthorized aid on this test or assignment”).  All assignments and exams 
are bound by this pledge. For further information see http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-
35-01 
 
Disability-Related Student Needs 
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order 
to take advantage of available accommodations, students must register with Disability 
services prior to leaving for Study Abroad. For further information 
see http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-01 
 
Non-Discrimination Policy 
NC State provides equality of opportunity in education for all students free from all forms of 
discrimination: race, color, religion, creed, sec, national origin, age, disability, veteran status 
or sexual orientation.  Discrimination or harassment is a violation of state and federal law 
and/or NC State policy and will not be tolerated. For further information 
see http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-04-25-05 
 
 
 
 

http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-03
http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-35-01
http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-35-01
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-01
http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-04-25-05


Charles Brodie Patterson: The Rhythm Of Life 
ed.: Jazzybee Verlag, 2012 
ISBN: 3849627098, 9783849627096 
330 p. 
 
Dr. Charles Brodie Patterson, in "The Rhythm of Life" rightly emphasizes the importance of music in the educational 
scheme; the Greeks long ago taught the world the indispensability of music to culture. But rhythmic effects are 
produced not by sound alone; color also has its harmonies. "Color is sound made visible, and sound is color made 
audible." The regenerating, re-invigorating, therapeutic action of visible and audible harmonics on the human 
system is enlarged upon with enthusiasm by Dr. Patterson. The score of chapters treat of music as a compelling 
power, the dance, music and color tones, color tonics, music and character, cosmic consciousness, musical 
therapeutics, and other related themes, all presented with the persuasive charm that comes from earnestness and 
conviction on the writer's part. 
 
 

Leon Kreitzman, Russell Foster: The Rhythms Of Life: The Biological Clocks 
That Control the Daily Lives of Every Living Thing 
ed.: Profile Books, 2011 
ISBN: 1847653723, 9781847653727 
469 p. 
 
Popular science at its most exciting: the breaking new world of chronobiology - understanding the rhythm of life in 
humans and all plants and animals. The entire natural world is full of rhythms. The early bird catches the worm -and 
migrates to an internal calendar. Dormice hibernate away the winter. Plants open and close their flowers at the 
same hour each day. Bees search out nectar-rich flowers day after day. There are cicadas that can breed for only two 
weeks every 17 years. And in humans: why are people who work anti-social shifts more illness prone and die 
younger? What is jet-lag and can anything help? Why do teenagers refuse to get up in the morning, and are the rest 
of us really 'larks' or 'owls'? Why are most people born (and die) between 3am-5am? And should patients be given 
medicines (and operations) at set times of day, because the body reacts so differently in the morning, evening and at 
night? The answers lie in our biological clocks the mechanisms which give order to all living things. They impose a 
structure that enables us to change our behaviour in relation to the time of day, month or year. They are reset at 
sunrise and sunset each day to link astronomical time with an organism's internal time. 
 
 

Leon Glass, Michael C. Mackey: From Clocks to Chaos: The Rhythms of Life 
ed.: Princeton University Press, 1988 
ISBN: 0691084963, 9780691084961 
248 p. 
 
In an important new contribution to the literature of chaos, two distinguished researchers in the field of physiology 
probe central theoretical questions about physiological rhythms. Topics discussed include: How are rhythms 
generated? How do they start and stop? What are the effects of perturbation of the rhythms? How are oscillations 
organized in space? Leon Glass and Michael Mackey address an audience of biological scientists, physicians, physical 
scientists, and mathematicians, but the work assumes no knowledge of advanced mathematics. 
Variation of rhythms outside normal limits, or appearance of new rhythms where none existed previously, are 
associated with disease. One of the most interesting features of the book is that it makes a start at explaining 
"dynamical diseases" that are not the result of infection by pathogens but that stem from abnormalities in the timing 
of essential functions. From Clocks to Chaos provides a firm foundation for understanding dynamic processes in 
physiology. 
 

 
 



Michael Thaut: Rhythm, Music, and the Brain: Scientific Foundations and 
Clinical Applications 
ed.: Routledge, 2013 
ISBN: 1136762868, 9781136762864 
 
With the advent of modern cognitive neuroscience and new tools of studying the human brain "live," music as a 
highly complex, temporally ordered and rule-based sensory language quickly became a fascinating topic of study. 
The question of "how" music moves us, stimulates our thoughts, feelings, and kinesthetic sense, and how it can 
reach the human experience in profound ways is now measured with the advent of modern cognitive neuroscience. 
The goal of Rhythm, Music and the Brain is an attempt to bring the knowledge of the arts and the sciences and 
review our current state of study about the brain and music, specifically rhythm. The author provides a thorough 
examination of the current state of research, including the biomedical applications of neurological music therapy in 
sensorimotor speech and cognitive rehabilitation. This book will be of interest for the lay and professional reader in 
the sciences and arts as well as the professionals in the fields of neuroscientific research, medicine, and 
rehabilitation. 
 
 

Godfried T. Toussaint: The Geometry of Musical Rhythm: What Makes a 
"Good" Rhythm Good? 
ed.: CRC Press, 2016 
ISBN: 1466512032, 9781466512030 
365 p. 
 
The Geometry of Musical Rhythm: What Makes a "Good" Rhythm Good? is the first book to provide a systematic and 
accessible computational geometric analysis of the musical rhythms of the world. It explains how the study of the 
mathematical properties of musical rhythm generates common mathematical problems that arise in a variety of 
seemingly disparate fields. For the music community, the book also introduces the distance approach to 
phylogenetic analysis and illustrates its application to the study of musical rhythm. Accessible to both academics and 
musicians, the text requires a minimal set of prerequisites. 
Emphasizing a visual geometric treatment of musical rhythm and its underlying structures, the author—an eminent 
computer scientist and music theory researcher—presents new symbolic geometric approaches and often compares 
them to existing methods. He shows how distance geometry and phylogenetic analysis can be used in comparative 
musicology, ethnomusicology, and evolutionary musicology research. The book also strengthens the bridge between 
these disciplines and mathematical music theory. Many concepts are illustrated with examples using a group of six 
distinguished rhythms that feature prominently in world music, including the clave son. 
Exploring the mathematical properties of good rhythms, this book offers an original computational geometric 
approach for analyzing musical rhythm and its underlying structures. With numerous figures to complement the 
explanations, it is suitable for a wide audience, from musicians, composers, and electronic music programmers to 
music theorists and psychologists to computer scientists and mathematicians. It can also be used in an 
undergraduate course on music technology, music and computers, or music and mathematics. 
 
 

Thomas Carper, Derek Attridge: Meter and Meaning: An Introduction to 
Rhythm in Poetry 
ed.: Psychology Press, 2003 
ISBN: 0415311748, 9780415311748 
156 p. 
 
Poet, Thomas Carper, and scholar, Derek Attridge, join forces in Meter and Meaning to present an illuminating and 
user-friendly way to explore the rhythms of poetry in English. They begin by showing the value of performing any 
poem aloud, so that we can sense its unique use of rhythm. From this starting point they suggest an entirely fresh, 
jargon-free approach to reading poetry. Illustrating their 'beat/offbeat' method with a series of exercises, they help 
readers to appreciate the use of rhythm in poems of all periods and to understand the vital relationship between 
meter and meaning. Beginning with the very basics, Meter and Meaning enables a smooth progression to an 



advanced knowledge of poetic rhythms. It is the essential guide to meter for anyone who wants to study, write, 
better appreciate, or simply enjoy poetry. Carper and Attridge make studying meter a pleasure and reading poetry a 
revelation. 
 
 

Jürgen Esser:  Rhythm in Speech, Prose and Verse: A Linguistic Description 
ed.: Logos Verlag Berlin GmbH, 2011 
ISBN: 3832528458, 9783832528454 
136 p. 
 
In contrast to other works, the linguistic approach to rhythm presented in this book does not start from 
decontextualized structures but from performance data in a bottom-up fashion. Drawing on Halliday's distinction 
between wording, writing, and sounding, the proposed model takes account of several levels of abstraction. 
Important categories for data analysis are syllable rhythm and accent rhythm, which interact to establish 
prominence patterns (peaks and valleys) that can be observed in spontaneous and prepared speech, readings and 
recitals. Excluding subjective factors of analysis, the new model offers a tool to describe the rhythmic potential of 
prose and verse and to evaluate rhythmic performances of reading and reciting. 
 
 

Kent C. Bloomer:  The Nature of Ornament: Rhythm and Metamorphosis  
in Architecture 
ed.: W.W. Norton, 2000 
ISBN: 0393730360, 9780393730364 
240 p. 
 
The purpose of ornament-to articulate a realm of the imagination-is as important as it is misunderstood. Kent 
Bloomer, an outstanding sculptor and ornamenter whose work adorns the Harold Washington Library, Chicago, 
Reagan National Airport, Washington, DC, and other buildings, maintains that ornament is neither pure "art" in the 
contemporary sense of the word nor mere decoration, but rather a category unto itself, with its own unique 
language. He describes the key elements of ornament, rhythm and metamorphosis, and shows their application in 
such figures as the foliated scroll. Illustrated with the author's evocative line drawings and photographs of ornament 
from ancient Greece to the modern cityscape, the book is a hymn to the riches of architectural ornament. 
 
 

Richard Roe: The Principles of Rhythm: Both in Speech and Music; Especially as 
Exhibited in the Mechanism of English Verse 
ed.: R. Graisberry, 1823 
220 p. 
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GEP Humanities (HUM) Course Submission Form
This form is to be used for submitting a Special Topics shell offering for the Humanities GEP category to the Council on Undergraduate Education 

(CUE) 

Course action proposals for a GEP shell offering must provide documentation to show how the course is designed to enable a 

student to achieve the particular GEP category objectives.  

The GEP Humanities objectives will provide instruction and guidance that help students to: 
1. Engage the human experience through the interpretation of human culture and
2. Become aware of the act of interpretation itself as a critical form of knowing in the humanities; and
3. Make academic arguments about the human experience using reasons and evidence for supporting those reasons that are

appropriate to the humanities.

HON 290 section 002
Department(s)/Program New GEP Special Topics Offering ☐ 

Special Topic Title: 

(30 character limit) Review for 2
nd

 Offering  ☐

Term to be Offered 

Instructor Name/Title 

SECTION 1: GEP CRITERIA 

Instructions: 

 At least one of the Instructor’s student learning outcomes must be listed under each GEP category objective.
 Achievement of the outcomes must allow students to meet the GEP category objectives.
 Outcomes must illustrate what students will do in order to demonstrate they have achieved the outcome.
 At least one means of evaluation must be listed under each outcome and provide data to allow the instructor to judge how

well students have achieved outcomes.
 Student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP category objectives must be applied to all course sections.
 For assistance with writing outcomes and list of active verbs using Bloom’s Taxonomy [Click Here]

List the Instructor’s student learning outcomes for the course that are relevant to GEP Humanities Objective 1: 
Obj. 1) Engage the human experience through the interpretation of human culture. 

Measure(s) for above Outcome:  
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Humanities Objective 2: 
Obj. 2) Become aware of the act of interpretation itself as a critical form of knowing in the Humanities. 

http://teaching.uncc.edu/learning-resources/articles-books/best-practice/goals-objectives/writing-objectives


Effective Fall 2014 

Measure(s) for above Outcome:  
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 

List the Instructor’s student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP Humanities Objective 3: 
Obj. 3) Make academic arguments about the human experience using reasons and evidence for supporting those reasons 

that are appropriate to the humanities. 

Measure(s) for above Outcome:  
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome. Including a relevant example 

assignment/question/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 

SECTION 2: REQUISITES AND SCHEDULING

General guidelines: 

 GEP Courses should have at least 25% of seats non-restricted (i.e. available to all students).
 GEP Courses should have no more than ONE pre-requisite.
 GEP Special Topics are approved as a one-term offering.
 The course syllabus for all sections must include the GEP Humanities category designation and GEP student learning

outcomes.

Special Topics Term Scheduling: 

 List below the course scheduling detail:
o Meeting time and day(s):

o Seat count:

o Room assigned or room preference including needed classroom technology/seat type:

 If this course is to be piggy-backed with a department special topic, list the piggy-backed course prefix/number below.
(EX: BIO 295 with NSGK 295)

What percentage of the seats offered will be open to all students? ________ % 

a. If seats are restricted, describe the restriction being applied.

b. Is this restriction listed in the course catalog description for the course?

List all course pre-requisites, co-requisites, and restrictive statements (ex: Jr standing; Chemistry majors only).  If none, state none. 

List any discipline specific background or skills that a student is expected to have prior to taking this course. If none, state none. 
(ex: ability to analyze historical text; prepare a lesson plan) 
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SECTION 3: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Complete the following 3 questions or attach a syllabus that includes this information. 

1. Title and author of any required text or publications. 

 

 

2. Major topics to be covered and required readings including laboratory and studio topics. 

 

 

3. List any required field trips, out of class activities, and/or guest speakers. 

 

 





North Carolina: 
Centuries of Contrast and Change 
NCSU • HON 290-002 • 3 Credit Hours • TuTh 10:15–11:30 • HVC 201 MULT 

FALL SEMESTER 2016 
August 18: Introduction; lecture 
August 23: Lecture; discussion 
August 25: Lecture; discussion 
August 30: Lecture; discussion 
September 1: Lecture; discussion 
September 6: Lecture; discussion 
September 8: Lecture; writing assignment 
September 13: Lecture; discussion 
September 15: Lecture; discussion 
September 20: Discussion; FIRST 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE 
September 22: Lecture; discussion 
September 27: Lecture; discussion 
September 29: Lecture; discussion 
October 4: Lecture; discussion 
October 6: Fall break 
October 11: Lecture; discussion 
October 13: Lecture; discussion 

October 18: Lecture; writing assignment 
October 20: Lecture; discussion 
October 25: Lecture; discussion 
October 27: Discussion; SECOND 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE 
November 1: Lecture; discussion 
November 3: Lecture; discussion 
November 8: Lecture; discussion 
November 10: Lecture; discussion 
November 15: Lecture; discussion 
November 17: Lecture; discussion 
November 22: Lecture; discussion 
November 24: Thanksgiving holiday 
November 29: Lecture; discussion 
December 1: Lecture; discussion 
December 8: FINAL EXAMINATION 

8:00–11:00 a.m. in HVC 201 MULT 

Course demographic information 
Instructor: Joe A. Mobley, Withers 269, 919-513-1426, JoeMobley@att.net 
Instructor’s office hours: 12:00 noon–1:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays in Withers 269 
Course description: This HON seminar course provides an understanding of the history of North 
Carolina from before European exploration to the present day. It covers the major people, events, and 
movements that shaped the history of the state. Constitutional and legal issues, as well as the experiences 
of American Indians, African Americans, other minorities, and women, receive particular attention, as do 
features of North Carolina society that made the state similar to and different from other southern states 
and the nation as a whole. In addition to receiving written assignments, students will participate in oral 
discussions about significant milestones in the political, economic, and social development of the state. 
The discussions will involve students’ observations and opinions about those turning points and their 
relevance to significant changes and growing diversity in the South, past and present. 

Prerequisites and restrictive statements 
The course has no prerequisites. It is restricted to University Honors Program students and open to other 
students by permission of the UHP. 

 



Course materials 
Rob Christensen, The Paradox of Tar Heel Politics: The Personalities, Elections, and Events That 

Shaped Modern North Carolina (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010), $21.00 in 
NCSU campus bookstore 

Marjoleine Kars, Breaking Loose Together: The Regulator Rebellion in Pre-Revolutionary North 
Carolina (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002), $35.00 in NCSU campus 
bookstore 

William A. Link, North Carolina: Change and Tradition in a Southern State (Wheeling, IL: Harlan 
Davidson, 2009), $52.95 in NCSU campus bookstore 

Phillip Shaw Paludan, Victims: A True Story of the Civil War (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 
2004), $21.95 in NCSU campus bookstore 

Website: waywelivednc.com 

Schedule of required reading and writing assignments 
Required reading 

By September 15: Link, North Carolina, pages vii–120, and Kars, Breaking Loose Together, entire 
text 

By October 25: Link, North Carolina, pages 121–214, and Paludan, Victims, entire text 
By December 1: Link, North Carolina, pages 217–440, and Christensen, The Paradox of Tar Heel 

Politics, entire text 
Writing assignments 

September 20: First writing assignment due 
October 27: Second writing assignment due 

Grade determination 
• The final examination will count 50 percent in determining the course grade. The final 

examination will consist of five essay questions requiring knowledge about the major people, 
events, and movements that have shaped the history of North Carolina. Open books or notes will 
not be allowed during the examination. 

• The two writing assignments together will count 40 percent of the course grade. The writing 
assignments will consist of 650 to 750 words each requiring critical thinking about and 
thoughtful assessment and interpretation of specific topics assigned by the instructor. 

• Class attendance and participation will count 10 percent of the grade. 
Grading system: 97–100 = A+; 93–96 = A; 90–92 = A-; 87–89 = B+; 83–86 = B; 80–82 = B-; 77–79 = 
C+; 73–76 = C; 70–72 = C-; 67–69 = D+; 63–66 = D; 60–62 = D-; 59 and below = F. 

Learning outcomes 
Students will be able to explain the history of North Carolina from before European exploration to the 
present day. Students will be able to identify the major people, events, and movements that shaped the 
history of the state. Students will be able to discuss constitutional and legal issues, as well as the 
experiences of American Indians, African Americans, other minorities, and women. Students will be able 
to assess features of North Carolina society that made the state similar to and different from other 
southern states and the nation as a whole. Students will be able to compare significant milestones in the 
political, economic, and social development of the state. Students will be able to formulate observations 
and opinions about those turning points and their relevance to significant changes and growing diversity 
in the South, past and present. 
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GEP information 
GEP category: Humanities 
Each course in the Humanities category of the General Education Program will provide instruction and 
guidance that help students to: 

GEP objective #1: engage the human experience through the interpretation of human culture. 
• Course outcome: Students will be able to identify the major people, events, and movements 

that shaped the history of North Carolina. 
• Means of assessment: Students will take an examination consisting of essay questions 

requiring knowledge about the major people, events, and movements that have shaped the 
history of the state. For example, an essay question might instruct them to A) identify five 
amendments or changes that the Convention of 1835 made to the North Carolina 
Constitution; B) explain how the convention changed the system of representation in the 
General Assembly; and C) assess the overall impact that the change in the system of 
representation had in the state. 

GEP objective #2: become aware of the act of interpretation itself as a critical form of knowing in the 
humanities. 

• Course outcome: Students will be able to assess features of North Carolina society that made 
the state similar to and different from other southern states and the nation as a whole. 

• Means of assessment: Students will complete two writing assignments requiring critical 
thinking about and thoughtful assessment and interpretation of specific topics assigned by 
the instructor, which topics include 1) the justification or lack of justification for, efficacy or 
inefficacy of, and legacy resulting from the Regulator movement; and 2) the justification or 
lack of justification for, legality or illegality of, and legacy resulting from the Shelton Laurel 
Massacre. 

GEP objective #3: make academic arguments about the human experience using reasons and 
evidence for supporting those reasons that are appropriate to the humanities. 

• Course outcome: Students will be able to discuss constitutional and legal issues, as well as 
the experiences of American Indians, African Americans, other minorities, and women; and 
students will be able to formulate observations and opinions about significant milestones in 
the political, economic, and social development of the state and their relevance to significant 
changes and growing diversity in the South, past and present. 

• Means of assessment: Students will participate in class discussions about constitutional and 
legal issues and about the experiences of American Indians, African Americans, other 
minorities, and women. Students will take an examination consisting of essay questions 
requiring knowledge about the major people, events, and movements that have shaped the 
history of the state. Students will also complete two writing assignments requiring critical 
thinking about and thoughtful assessment and interpretation of specific topics assigned by 
the instructor, which topics include 1) the justification or lack of justification for, efficacy or 
inefficacy of, and legacy resulting from the Regulator movement; and 2) the justification or 
lack of justification for, legality or illegality of, and legacy resulting from the Shelton Laurel 
Massacre. 

Late assignment policy 
The grade of an assignment will be reduced by one letter grade for each class session that the assignment 
is late. 

Policy on incompletes 
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As stated by the university grading policy, “An IN must not be used . . . as a substitute for an F when the 
student’s performance in the course is deserving of failing. An IN is appropriate only when the student’s 
record in the course is such that the successful completion of particular assignments, projects, or tests 
missed as a result of a documented serious event would enable that student to pass the course.” In this 
class, a grade of IN will be given only 1) in response to a written student request [e-mail is fine] 
submitted to the instructor before 4:00 on the last day of classes; 2) at the instructor’s discretion; and 3) 
because of a serious interruption of a student’s work not caused by his/her own negligence. The 
university’s policy on incompletes (REG 02.50.03) can be found at 
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-50-03. 

Academic integrity statement 
Students must adhere to the university’s policy on academic integrity. It is the understanding and 
expectation of the faculty that the student’s signature on any test or assignment means that the student 
neither gave nor received unauthorized aid. For the policy on academic integrity, see the Code of Student 
Conduct Policy (POL 11.35.1), which can be found at http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-35-01. 

Policy on attendance 
Students are expected to attend all lectures and participate in the discussions. Three unexcused absences 
can affect a student’s grade. The definition of excused and unexcused absences can be found in the 
university’s Attendance Regulation (REG 02.20.3) at http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-03. 

Statement for students with disabilities 
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order to take 
advantage of available accommodations, students must register with the Disability Services Office at 
Suite 2221, Student Health Center, Campus Box 7509, 919-515-7653. For more information on NC 
State's policy on working with students with disabilities, please see the Academic Accommodations for 
Students with Disabilities Regulation (REG02.20.01). 

Class evaluations 
Online class evaluations will be available for students to complete during the last two weeks of class. 
Students will receive an e-mail message directing them to a website where they can log in using their 
Unity IDs and complete evaluations. All evaluations are confidential; instructors will never know how 
any one student responded to any question, and students will never know the ratings for any particular 
instructor. 
Evaluation website: https://classeval.ncsu.edu 
Student help desk: classeval@ncsu.edu 
More information about ClassEval: http://www2.acs.ncsu.edu/UPA/classeval/index.htm 

Anti-discrimination statement 
NCSU provides equality of opportunity in education and employment for all students and employees. 
Accordingly, NCSU affirms its commitment to maintain a work environment for all employees and an 
academic environment for all students that are free from all forms of discrimination. Discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, creed, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or sexual 
orientation is a violation of state and federal law and/or NCSU policy and will not be tolerated. 
Harassment of any person (in the form of either quid pro quo or creation of a hostile environment) based 
on race, color, religion, creed, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or sexual orientation 
also is a violation of state and federal law and/or NCSU policy and will not be tolerated. Retaliation 
against any person who complains about discrimination is also prohibited. NCSU’s policies and 
regulations covering discrimination, harassment, and retaliation can be accessed at 
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/campus_environ or http://www.ncsu.edu/equal_op. Any person who feels 
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that he or she has been the subject of prohibited discrimination, harassment, or retaliation should contact 
the Office for Equal Opportunity at 919-515-3148. 
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GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Course Submission Form
This form is to be used/or submit1i11g a Special Topics shell offering for the /11terdiscipli11ary Perspectives GEP category to the Council 011 

Undergraduate Education (CUE) 

Course action proposals for a GEP shell offering must provide documentation to show how the course is designed to enable a 
student to achieve the particular GEP category objectives. 

The GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives obiectives will provide instTuction and guidance that help students to:

I. Distinguish between the distinct approaches of two or more disciplines.
2. Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines.
3. Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more disciplines.

Department(s)/Program 

Special Topic Title: 
(30 character hmit) 

Term to be Offered 

Instructor Name/Title 

   HON 296 section 002 

University Honors Program 

Politics and Literature 

Fall 2016 

Sandy Kessler, Associate Professor 

SECTION 1: GEP CRITERIA 

Instructions: 

New GEP Special Topics Offering I 
Re,•iew for 2nd Offering l-./l 

• At least one of the Instructor's student learning outcomes must be listed under each GEP category objective .
• Achievement of the outcomes must allow students to meet the GEP category objectives .
• Outcomes must illustrate what students will do in order to demonstrate they have achieved the outcome .
• At least one means of evaluation must be listed under each outcome and provide data to allow the instructor to judge how

well students have achieved outcomes.
• Student learning outcomes that are relevant to the GEP category objectives must be applied to all course sections .
• For assistance with writing outcomes and list of active verbs using Bloom's Taxo110111y (Click Here]

List the Instructor's student learning outcomes for the course that are relevant to GEP Interdisciplinary Perspectives Objective/: 
. �bJ..1�istil�11js� 1tftlr,een 11ie wstinct.'tfg(oach�s �r 1wr or mote disci�W'M·

Students will be ab e to 1st1n u1s e ween t e cnt1 ana ys s o l1tera ure a t e argumentative 
approach of political philosophy. 

Measure(s)for above Outcome: 
Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students hm•e achieved the outcome. Including a relel'a/11 example 

See attachment 
assign111e11tlq11estionlpromp1 is encouraged for clarity. 

List the lnstrnctor's student learning outcome(s) for the course that are relevant to GEP l11terdisciplinary Perspectives Objective 2:

. gr l 
2) �enti(Jr a,{'[ w� authentic COJJtectio{'ff between two'!! more. disf�lines.

Students will be a to em ns ra ow the stu 1es o 1terature an politics cus on common 
themes such as the role of critical thinking in a free society, the relationships between religion, 
science and politics, and the ideas and social norms that make modern life unique. 

Measure(s) for above Outcome: 
Describe the assessmems that will be used to determine if swde11cs have achieved the outcome. l11c/11di11g a relel'a11t example 

See attachment 
assignmentlq11estio11/prompt is encouraged for clarity. 
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HON 296-002 Spring, 2016 
Politics and Literature T, Th 3:00-4:30 
Instructor: S. Kessler Honors Village Conference Room 

 
CLASSIC PERSPECTIVES ON AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 

 
Liberty means, not the mere voting at elections, but the free and fearless exercise of the mental faculties 
and that self - possession which springs out of well-reasoned opinions and consistent practice. 

 
Frances (Fanny) Wright 
July 4, 1828 

 
I. Reading material to be Purchased 

 

A. Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (Hackett Edition) 
B. Franklin, Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin (Dover Edition) 
C. Melville, Bartleby and Benito Cereno (Dover Edition) 
D. F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby 
E. Malcolm X, Autobiography of Malcolm X 
F. Williams, Losing my Cool: Love, Literature, and a Black Man’s Escape from the Crowd 
G. Bayoumi, How Does it Feel to Be a Problem: Being Young and Arab in America 
H. Hawthorne, Young Goodman Brown and Other Short Stories 
I. Aldous Huxley, Brave New World 

 
II. Electronic Reserve - Some course materials are on Electronic Reserve in D.H. Hill Library (R). 

 

III. Course Requirements 
 

*Class Participation (20%)  Your class participation grade will be based on how frequently and 
how thoughtfully you contribute to class discussions and on your oral seminar report. Poor attendance will 
lower your class participation grade while good attendance will raise it. 

 
*Quizzes (20%) You will be quizzed each week to insure that you are carefully reading the 

assigned material. Your quiz grade will be determined by your performance on the best 3/4 of the total 
number of quizzes given. Thus, if there are twelve or thirteen quizzes given during the semester, I will 
only count your best nine or ten. Quizzes will be held immediately after I call the roll. There will be no 
makeup quizzes unless you are absent for reasons officially sanctioned by the university (see below). 

 
*Essays (40%)  You will be asked to write two interpretive essays during the semester (5-7 

double-spaced typewritten pages). Each will be worth 20% of your grade. Essays should be turned in at the 
end of class on the due dates. Your papers will not be considered on time unless you are in class that day. 
No e-mail submissions will be accepted. Failure to turn in either or both of your essays will result in your 
receiving an F for the course. You must use source citations in doing your essays (See VI)!! 

 
*Final Examination (20%)  Your final exam for the course will be April 28, 2016 1:00-4:00 

 

*Grading Scale:  A+=13, A=12, A- =11, B+ =10, B =9, B-= 8, C+= 7, C=6, C-=5,D+=4, 
D=3, D-=2, F=1and 0. Note: Students only see the letter grades on their essays and their final 
examination. 
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IV. Office Hours: T, Th 1:00-2:00 W 2:00-3:00 and by appt.(Caldwell 208, Phone 515-4468 e-
mail: skessler@ncsu.edu. If you e-mail me and do not receive a response within two days, please call me. 

 

V. Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Students who complete this course will be able to: 
 
1. Students will be able to distinguish between the critical analysis of literature and the 
argumentative approach of political philosophy. 
2. Demonstrate how the studies of literature and politics focus on common themes such 
as the role of critical thinking in a free society, the relationships between religion, science, and 
politics, and the ideas and social norms that make modern life unique. 
3. Understand how literature illuminates the philosophical, moral, scientific, and 
religious dimensions of modern life. 

 
VI. General Education Program (GEP) Information 

 

GEP category: Interdisciplinary Perspectives 

Politics and Literature 

How will the instructor present the material so that these disciplines are addressed in a way that 
allows the students to integrate the multiple points of view into a cohesive understanding? 

 
The instructor will make important connections between the literary techniques and the political 
themes that are present in the literature that we read in order to promote a cohesive 
understanding of current political problems. Here are some examples. When discussing The Great Gatsby, 
I will show how Fitzgerald uses irony to criticize the American dream while showing 

more seriously why America, in his view, has lost its way. Likewise, when discussing The Autobiography 
of Malcolm X, I will show how Malcom X uses the story of his life to illustrate how the legacy of slavery 
contributes to twentieth century racism. Finally, when discussing Brave New World I will discuss how 
Huxley uses the literary concept of dystopia to present his political critique of modern science. 

 
VII. GEP category objectives and outcomes 

 

GEP Objective # 1:  Distinguish between the distinctive approaches of two or more disciplines. 
 
Outcome 1: Students will be able to distinguish between the critical analysis of literature 
and the argumentative approach of political philosophy. 

 
Means of Assessment 

 
a) Students will be quizzed weekly on the reading material for the course. These quizzes 
will assess how well students are able to distinguish between the critical analysis of 
literature and the argumentative approach of political philosophy. In one quiz, for 
example students might be asked to briefly discuss the respective approaches the 
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novelist Melville and the political philosopher Tocqueville Plato use to assess the evils of slavery. 

 
 
 
GEP Objective # 2:  Identify and apply authentic connections between two or more disciplines 

 

Outcome 2:  Students will be able to demonstrate how the studies of literature and 
politics focus on common themes such as the role of critical thinking in a free society, the 
relationships between religion, science and politics, and the ideas and social norms that 
make modern life unique. 

 
Means of Assessment 

 
a) Students will be quizzed weekly on the reading material for the course. These quizzes 
will assess how well students are able to apply the concepts they have acquired from 
reading the required works of literature to the philosophical, moral, scientific, and religious dimensions of 
political life. In one quiz, for example, students might be asked to briefly discuss whether Fitzgerald’s The 
Great Gatsby sheds light on conspicuous consumption in the U.S.today. The quizzes will count for 20% of 
their final grade. 

 
GEP Objective # 3: Explore and synthesize the approaches or views of the two or more disciplines 

 

Outcome 3: Students will be able to describe how literature illuminates the philosophical, moral, 
scientific, and religious dimensions of political life. 

 
Means of Assessment 

 
Students will write two essays for the course that that examine how literature illuminates 
the philosophical, moral, scientific, and religious dimensions of political life. These essays 
will assess how well students are able to synthesize the political insights they have 
gained from reading the assigned works of literature and to use these insights to 
understand the contemporary world or their own personal experiences. For their final 
essay assignment students will write an essay in describing how one work we have read 
for the course enhanced their understanding of an important issue contemporary 
politics. A sample title might be: “Huxley’s Brave New World and the Use and Abuse of 
Reproductive Technology.” These essays will count for 40% of their final grade. 

 
VIII. Attendance Policy 

 

*Regular attendance is expected and is essential to the successful completion of this course. 
* If you miss only one class during the semester, your grade will be raised by 1/3 a letter grade if 

your grade falls between the two. If you attend every class this semester, your final grade will be raised by 
1/3 a letter grade wherever your grade falls if your final grade is C- or above (e.g. B+ to A-). 

*You may miss four classes during the semester without penalty. This leeway is designed to 
provide for normal circumstances such as illness, attendance at funerals, work conflicts, car breakdowns, 
child care problems, etc. No documentation is necessary for these absences. 

*You will be penalized for missing more than four classes in proportion to the number of such 
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classes that you miss (e.g. If you miss eight classes, your grade may be dropped from a B to a C). 
*If you arrive late to class (after role is called) or leave early you will lose half the attendance 

credit for that day. 
*If you miss more than 50% of the classes you will receive an F for the course. 
*You will not be penalized for absences excused by the university. These include absences due to 

hospitalization, extreme family emergency, participation in scheduled athletic events, etc. Official 
documentation for these excused absences must be provided by a university agency such as the Counseling 
Center, Athletics Dept., ROTC, etc. 

*Students falling asleep in class, leaving class to answer your cell phone or for any other reason 
except illness or a bathroom emergency, looking at electronic devices, etc. will generally not receive 
attendance credit for the day. 

* Cell Phones and Computers – Please make sure your cell phone is turned off entirely and 
out of sight while you are in the classroom. Please do not use laptop computers or any other electronic 
devices to take notes. 

 
IX. Source Citations PLEASE READ THIS CAREFULLY! 

 

You must use source citations when writing your essays even if your only sources are class 
materials. These citations are needed both when you quote directly from a source and when you paraphrase 
or summarize reading material. You should use at least one source citation per paragraph. When using 
material other than the assigned readings, you must have that material available for my inspection. You 
must also include printed copies of Internet material with your essay. Papers without adequate source 
citations will either not be accepted or will be severely penalized. 

 
You may use the following format for citing your sources. The first citation would read as 

follows:  Other citations from the same work would be by page number only e. g. (53). 
 

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, trans. by Stephen D. Grant, Indianapolis: Hackett 
Publishing Company, p. 49. (This work will hereafter be cited by page number only). 

 
X. Personal Circumstances 

 

Your grades in this course will be determined solely on the basis of the quality of your work and 
on your ability to fulfill the course requirements. If personal problems arise during the semester which are 
adversely affecting or may adversely affect your course work, please contact me immediately so we can 
discuss the situation. I will do what I can to help. Do not wait to see me until after your work is due or until 
after the course is over. I cannot help you under these circumstances. 

 
XI. Statement on Academic Integrity 

 

Academic misconduct will not be tolerated in this class. Academic misconduct may be defined as 
“any activity which tends to compromise the academic integrity of the institution, or subvert the 
educational process.” Academic misconduct includes cheating on quizzes and exams and the submission 
of plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is “the representation of another’s works or 
ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another 
person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.” Thus each 
argument made in essays or terms papers that is not completely the student’s own must be footnoted or 
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otherwise referenced to indicate its source. Quotes and paraphrases from primary sources should also be 
footnoted or referenced. Students found guilty of academic misconduct will at a minimum receive an F for 
the exam or assignment. 
Minimum penalty for cheating on a quiz: final semester grade will be reduced by one letter grade 
(e.g. B to C). 
Minimum penalty for intentional plagiarism on an essay assignment: F for the course. 

 
 
XII. Statement on Students with Disabilities 

 
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order to take 

advantage of available accommodations, students must register with the Disability Services Office at Suite 
2221, Student Health Center, Campus Box 7509, 919-515-7653. For more information on NC State's policy 
on working with students with disabilities, please see the Academic Accommodations for Students with 
Disabilities Regulation (REG02.20.01). 
 
XIII. COURSE OUTLINE (Some Reading Materials May be Added During the Course of the 
Semester) 

 
UNIT ONE:  CLASSIC VERSIONS OF THE AMERICAN DREAM 

 
January 7 Introduction 

 
January 12 Tocqueville, pp. 142-146, 15-32 

Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity,” 
Winthrop, “Speech to General Court”(R) 

 
January 14 Jefferson, Declaration of Independence, 

Jefferson, Writings on Education (R), Letter to Peter Carr (R) 
Washington, “Letter to Newport Congregation” 
Crevecoeur, Selections from Letters to an American Farmer (R) 

January 19 Franklin, Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin (selections) 

January 21 Antin, The Promised Land (selections) (R) 

 
UNIT TWO:  THE AMERICAN DREA RECONSIDERED 

January 26 Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown,”  “The Maypole of Merrymount” 

January 28 Tocqueville, pp. 205-206, 268-270 
Melville, “Bartleby the Scrivener” 

 
February 2, 4 Tocqueville, pp. 224-233 

Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby 
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UNIT THREE:   SLAVERY AND ITS LEGACY 
 
February 9 Tocqueville, pp. 146-164 

February 11 Melville, “Benito Cereno” 

February 16, 18 Malcolm X, The Autobiography of Malcolm X (selections) 
 
February 23 King, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” (R) 

King, “The Ethical Demands for Integration” (R) 
King, “I Have a Dream” Speech” (R) 

 
February 25 Malcolm X “The Ballot or the Bullet” (R) 

Ta Nehisi Coates, “Letter to My Son” (R) 

March 1, 3 Williams, Losing My Cool 

UNIT FOUR:  THE TYRANNY OF THE MAJORITY 
 
March 15, 17 Tocqueville, pp.170-178, 106-115 

Bayoumi, How Does it Feel to Be a Problem: Being Young and Arab in America 
 
UNIT FIVE:  SCIENCE AND PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE 

March 22 Bacon, Selections from the New Organon and the New Atlantis (R) 

March 24 Hawthorne, “The Birthmark,” “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment,” 
Hawthorne, “Rappacini’s Daughter” 

 
March 29, 31 Huxley, Brave New World, Forward, Chapters 1-5, 14-18 

 
April 5 Tocqueville, pp.  201-206, 297-309 

Vonnegut, “Harrison Bergeron” (R) 
 
UNIT SIX:  AMERICAN RESOURCES FOR PRESERVING FREEDOM 

 
April 7, 12 Tocqueville, pp. 309-319, 127-136, 178-186, 206-224, 233-237 

 
April 14, 19 Lincoln, “The Perpetuation of Our Political Institutions” (R) 

Ballou, “Letter to Sarah” (R) 
Cather, “The Best Years” (R) 
O’Henry, “Two Thanksgiving Day Gentlemen” (R) 
Stegner, “The Traveler” (R) 
Kelly, “Veteran’s Day Speech” (R) 
Updike, “The Deacon” (R) 
Ellison, “The Little Man at Chehaw Station” (R) 

 
April 21 Catch up and Review! 
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	List the Instructors student learning outcomes for the course that are relevant to GEP Humanities Objective 1 Obj 1 Engage the human experience through the interpretation of human culture: Students will be able to identify the major people, events, and movements that shaped the history of North Carolina.
	List the Instructors student learning outcomes for the course that are relevant to GEP Humanities Objective 2 Obj 2 Become aware of the act of interpretation itself as a critical form of knowing in the Humanities: Students will be able to assess features of North Carolina society that made the state similar to and different from other southern states and the nation as a whole.
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	Measures for above Outcome Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome Including a relevant example assignmentquestionprompt is encouraged for clarity: Students will take an examination consisting of essay questions requiring knowledge about the major people, events, and movements that have shaped the history of the state. For example, an essay question might instruct them to A) identify five amendments or changes that the Convention of 1835 made to the North Carolina Constitution; B) explain how the convention changed the system of representation in the General Assembly; and C) assess the overall impact that the change in the system of representation had in the state.
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	Measures for above Outcome Describe the assessments that will be used to determine if students have achieved the outcome Including a relevant example assignmentquestionprompt is encouraged for clarity_3: Students will participate in class discussions about constitutional and legal issues and about the experiences of American Indians, African Americans, other minorities, and women. Students will take an examination consisting of essay questions requiring knowledge about the major people, events, and movements that have shaped the history of the state. Students will also complete two writing assignments requiring critical thinking about and thoughtful assessment and interpretation of specific topics assigned by the instructor, which topics include 1) the justification or lack of justification for, efficacy or inefficacy of, and legacy resulting from the Regulator movement; and 2) the justification or lack of justification for, legality or illegality of, and legacy resulting from the Shelton Laurel Massacre.
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